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“ There's  a flag— I have  seen  it  worn , tattered  by  shells , 
And  stained  by  the  blood  of  the  brave; 

It  speaks  ever  sadly  of  silent  farewells , 

Of  hopes  that  were  cherished  in  the  grave . 

I know  how  it  rose  in  its  glory  and  pride , 

Then  drooped  o'er  the  nation  that  died.'1 
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CHAPTER  I. 

HE  MOTIVES  that  prompted  the  men  of 
Ehea  and  Meigs  counties  to  enter  the 
Confederate  Army  can  be  judged  more 
intelligently  by  a brief  reference  to  the 
history,  ancestry,  and  environments  of 
the  men  who  in  1861-1862  entered  the 
Confederate  service  in  defense  of  the  South.  Ehea 
County  was  organized  under  an  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, passed  in  1807,  and  embraced  in  its  territory 
the  present  limits  of  the  county  and  a part  of  what 
is  now  Hamilton  County. 

The  territory  composing  Meigs  County  then  be- 
longed to  the  Indians  and  was  acquired  by  treaty 
in  1819,  after  which  the  limits  of  Ehea  County 
were  extended  east  across  the  Tennessee  Eiver  so  as 
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to  include  all  of  the  territory  comprising  .Meigs 
County,  except  that  part  of  the  county  situated  south 
of  the  Hiwassee  River,  and  remained  a part  of  Rhea 
County  until  1835-1830,  when  the  county  of  .Meigs 
was  organized.  Rhea  and  Meigs  counties  were  set- 
tled by  the  same  people,  coming  from  Southwest 
Virginia  and  upper  East  Tennessee  in  carts  and 
flatboats,  and  from  North  Carolina  on  foot,  bring- 
ing their  possessions  on  pack  horses.  They  were 
largely  of  Scotch- Trish  descent.  The  first  settlers  of 
these  counties  had  followed  Campbell  and  Sevier  at 
King’s  Mountain,  and  Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 
Their  descendants  were  with  Jessup  in  the  Glades 
of  Florida,  and  with  Scott  in  Mexico.  They  were 
men  who  were  ready  to  shoulder  their  squirrel  rifles 
and  face  an  enemy,  whether  he  wore  the  red  coat  of 
a British  soldier,  the  war  paint  of  a savage,  or  car- 
ried the  lance  of  a Mexican.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War  Rhea  County  had  a white  population 
of  4,377,  and  Meigs  County  a population  of  4,028 
whites.  Rhea  County  had  435  white  men  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  the  military  age, 
and  Meigs  County  had  408  between  said  ages,  and 
yet  these  counties  furnished  more  than  700  men 
each  to  the  Confederate  Army.  In  1860  Rhea 
County  had  615  negro  slaves,  and  Meigs  County 
638.  The  Confederate  soldiers  of  Rhea  and  Meigs 
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did  not  enter  the  Confederate  Army  to  perpetuate 
slavery,  as  there  was  not 'one  in  twenty  of  them  that 
had  any  interest  in  its  perpetuation.  When  the 
Federal  census  of  1860  was  taken  there  were  but 
three  persons  of  foreign  birth  in  the  two  counties. 
Their  people  were  engaged  almost  exclusively  in 
farming.  Surrounded  as  they  were  by  mountains, 
with  no  railroad  facilities,  no  manufacturing  plants, 
no  public  works  of  any  kind,  their  wants  were 
limited  and  all  lived  within  their  income.  This, 
in  brief,  was  the  condition  of  the  two  counties  when 
the  storm  cloud  of  the  sixties  swept  over  the  country. 
These  hardy  mountaineers  knew  something  of  the 
approaching  storm ; they  were  intelligent  and  patri- 
otic; they  knew  that  the  adherents  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  who  favored  a strong  centralized  govern- 
ment, were  in  a majority  in  States  north  of  Mason 
and  Dixon’s  line,  and  that  the  South  insisted  on  the 
right  of  the  States,  or  a government  by  the  people 
through  State  organization,  except  where  the  power 
had  been  delegated  to  the  general  government.  They 
also  knew  that  compromise  after  compromise  had 
been  made  through  Congress  to  avoid  the  impending 
struggle ; they  knew  that  the  Eastern  States  had 
threatened  to  secede  when  Texas  and  Louisiana  were 
admitted  into  the  Union,  not  because  they  were  ad- 
mitted as  slave  States,  but  because  they  wanted  to 
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retain  the  balance  of  power  in  the  government. 
These  people  also  knew  that  the  election  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  on  a sectional  platform  destroyed  all  hope 
of  further  compromises,  yet  they  remained  strong 
Unionists.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  adopted  an 
ordinance  of  secession  in  December,  1860.  Ala- 
bama, Georgia,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Texas,  and- Arkansas  followed  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

After  this,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1861,  th& 
question  of  calling  a convention  looking  to  the  seces- 
sion of  Tennessee  was  voted  down  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority.  The  counties  of  Rhea  and  Meigs  each 
gave  large  majorities  against  calling  a convention, 
hoping  that  something  would  intervene  that  would 
avoid  war  or  a disruption  of  the  government.  A 
few  days  after  this  election  President  Lincoln  was 
inaugurated.  His  inaugural  address  and  the  forma- 
tion of  his  Cabinet  showed  to  the  people  of  these 
two  counties,  and  the  whole  South,  that  extreme 
measures  would  be  resorted  to  to  satisfy  the  sectional 
feeling  that  carried  Mr.  Lincoln  into  office,  and  that 
a war  of  coercion  was  determined  upon,  at  the  same 
time  they  pretending  to  be  for  a peaceful  settlement ; 
but  the  mask  was  removed  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  provision  and  reinforce  Fort  Sumter,  South 
Carolina,  in  direct  violation  of  an  agreement  entered 
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into  with  Peace  Commissioners.  Fort  Sumter  fell 
and  the  greatest  Civil  War  of  modern  times  was 
inaugurated.  Fort  Sumter  capitulated  on  the  14th 
of  April,  1861.  Mr.  Lincoln  immediately  called  for 
seventy-five  thousand  volunteers  to  coerce  the  South- 
ern States  who  had  adopted  ordinances  of  secession. 
This  action  of  the  President  created  intense  excite- 
ment throughout  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  swept 
the  majority  recorded  in  February  for  the  Union 
away.  Governor  Harris  convened  the  Legislature  in 
extraordinary  session,  and  on  the  6th  of  May,  1861, 
the  Legislature  adopted  an  ordinance  of  secession 
from  the  Federal  Union.  This  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  ratified  by  the  voters  of  the  State  on  the 
6th  of  June  following  by  a majority  of  more  than 
sixty  thousand,  Rhea  and  Meigs  counties  each  giving 
large  majorities  for  separation. 

After  Mr.  Lincoln's  call  for  troops  to  suppress  the 
rebellion,  as  he  put  it,  and  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  the  ordinance  of  separation,  military  companies 
were  being  organized  all  over  the  State,  tendering 
their  services  to  Governor  Harris  to  aid  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  South.  Companies  of  one  hundred  men 
or  more  were  enrolled,  met  at  designated  points,  and 
by  ballot  elected  their  commissioned  officers,  a cap- 
tain and  three  lieutenants.  Each  company  had  eight 
non-commissioned  officers,  four  sergeants,  and  four 
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corporals.  These  companies  would,  on  notice  of 
their  captain,  go  to  a designated  rendezvous;  regi- 
ments were  formed  with  ten  companies,  electing 
their  field  officers,  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
major.  The  colonel  appointed  staff  officers,  consist- 
ing of  a quartermaster,  commissary,  surgeon,  and 
chaplain,  each  with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  an 
adjutant,  with  the  rank  of  a.  first  lieutenant. 
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Rhea  County  Companies. 


Captain  W.  E.  Colville’s  Company. 


The  first  company  to  leave  Rhea  County  for  the 
defense  of  the  South  was  organized  at  Washington, 
Tennessee,  in  May,  1861,  and  elected  the  following 
representative  men  as  its  commissioned  officers: 

W.  E.  Colville,  Captain. 

P.  W.  Miller.  First  Lieutenant. 

J.  A.  Wallace,  Second  Lieutenant. 

S.  J.  A.  Frazier,  Third  Lieutenant. 


The  following  is  believed  to  be  a correct  roll  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  said 


company : 

James  Airheart, 
William  Bradley, 
Thomas  Beard, 
William  Booiier, 
Adam  Booher, 
John  Bratcher, 
T.N.L.Cunnygiiam, 
R.  N.  Clack, 


James  Cantrell, 
Thomas  Cheatham, 
John  Dyer, 

Isaac  Brown, 

James  Beasley, 
Samuel  Beard, 

B.  D.  Bradley, 
Polk  Bandy, 
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John  Buttram, 

R.  W.  Colville, 
James  Coveall, 
Samuel  Carson, 
Ben  Dyer, 

C.  C.  Dyer, 

T.  W.  Barnett, 

Ed  Beasley, 

James  Butler, 
Flem  Burnett, 
Drew  Bacon, 

Wm.  Campbell, 
Jas.  H.  Cox, 

Wm.  Coveall, 
James  Campbell, 
William  Delones, 
J.  F.  Dosson, 
William  Dunlap, 
James  X.  Frye, 

N.  P.  Frazier, 
Geo.  H.  Hale, 
Abram  B.  Hodge, 
A.  J.  Henry, 

Ben  Harris, 

W.  F.  Jolly, 

Wm.  A.  Kelly, 
John  Kersey, 


Jackson  Lee, 
Hugh  McLain, 
John  II.  Miller, 
J.  Moore, 

John  Pritchett, 
L.  T.  Ray, 

H.  M.  Rush, 
Aaron  Ray, 
William  Ridenor, 
H.  M.  Rector, 

S.  S.  Sampson, 
Ben  D.  Smith, 

F.  M.  Thompson, 
Samuel  Travis, 

J.  F.  Torbett, 
William  Ward, 
Sampson  Wright, 
John  Essex, 

J.  II.  Ferguson, 
John  Filyaw, 
William  Hodge, 
R.  T.  Howard, 
John  F.  Hardin, 
Josh  Gentry, 

A.  D.  Jolly, 
Daniel  Knox, 
John  Lincoln, 
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Geo.  Montgomery, 

John  Hessler, 

J.  McLain, 

J.  0.  Johnson, 

John  Mitchell, 

M.  S.  Johnson, 

J.  F.  Newport, 

Geo.  W.  Knox, 

Jas.  L.  Phillips, 

W.  D.  Loftis, 

White  Roberts, 

Calvin  Myers, 

Joseph  Rush, 

C.  C.  Majors, 

C.  F.  Rose, 

Fate  L.  Mozingo, 

John  Ridenor, 

Ruben  Owens, 

Jas.  Scarborough, 

James  Renfroe, 

John  Q.  Shaver, 

William  Ray, 

James  Smith, 

William  Rush, 

John  Trusley, 

John  T.  Roddy, 

John  S.  Thomison, 

A.  M.  Rudd, 

Alfred  Vaughn, 

Joe  D.  Smith, 

Wesley  Wright, 

Jesse  A.  Shaver, 

D.  L.  Wright, 

Robt.  P.  Short, 

A.  E.  Fondren, 

Ben  B.  Travis, 

Joe  G.  Frazier, 

W.  P.  Thomison,  Jr. 

Cyrus  W.  Henry, 

Ed  A.  Vickory, 

J.  Green  Holden, 

J.  M.  Wright, 

Snelson  R.  Henry, 

William  York. 

This  was  an  infantry  company,  and  left  Washing- 
ton for  Knoxville  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1861, 
going  up  the  Tennessee  River  on  steamboat  to  Lou- 
don, thence  by  rail  to  Knoxville.  Nine  other  com- 
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panies  from  East  Tennessee  soon  joined  the  Rhea 
County  company  at  Knoxville,  and  the  Nineteenth 
Tennessee  Kegiment  was  organized.  I).  II.  Cum- 
mins, of  Anderson  County,  was  elected  Colonel;  F. 
M.  Walker,  of  Chattanooga,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and 
Abe  Fulkerson,  of  Hawkins  County,  Major.  Cap- 
tain Colville’s  company  became  Company  “D”  of  the 
regiment. 

They  were  mustered  into  service  for  twelve 
months.  Company  “D”  was  under  tire  for  the  first 
time  in  a regular  engagement  at  Fishing  Creek, 
where  the  gifted  Tennessean,  Felix  K.  Zollicoffer, 
was  killed.  The  regiment  was  next  engaged  at 
Shiloh,  where  they  lost  heavily.  At  the  expiration 
of  their  enlistment  the  company,  as  did  the  whole 
regiment,  volunteered  “for  the  war,”  except  some  of 
the  older  men,  who  dropped  out  on  account  of  their 
age. 

At  the  reorganization  of  the  company  under  their 
new  enlistment,  Captain  Colville  and  Lieutenant 
Miller  having  retired  on  account  of  age,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Wallace  having  been  permanently  disabled  by 
a severe  wound  received  at  Shiloh,  Company  “D” 
elected  the  following  officers:  Joseph  G.  Frazier, 
Captain;  S.  J.  A.  Frazier,  First  Lieutenant;  T.  N. 
L.  Cunnyngham  and  A.  B.  Hodge,  Second  Lieu- 
tenants. At  the  reorganization  of  the  regiment,  F. 
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M.  W alker  was  elected  Colonel ; B.  F.  Moore,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel;  J.  II.  Hannah,  Major.  Walker  and 
Moore  were  from  Chattanooga;  Major  Hannah  was 
from  Polk  County. 

The  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  after  its  re- 
organization, was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Murfrees- 
boro, Chickamauga,  Resacca,  New  Hope  Church, 
Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Franklin,  Nashville,  and  Ben- 
tonville,  North  Carolina.  Captain  Joseph  G.  Frazier 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro ; S.  J.  A. 
Frazier  then  became  Captain  of  the  company,  and 
R.  W.  Colville  was  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant. 
Captain  S.  J.  A.  Frazier  was  severely  wounded  and 
captured  at  Chickamauga.  After  Captain  Frazier 
fell,  William  A.  Kelly  and  James  Renfro  attempted 
to  carry  him  from  the  field  and  were  both  wounded ; 
they  were  compelled  to  leave  him  to  be  captured,  as 
the  regiment  had  advanced  beyond  the  Confederate 
line  of  battle  and  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  Cap- 
tain “Joe”  Frazier,  as  he  was  familiarly  called  and 
known,  was  a born  soldier,  tall  and  commanding, 
a brave,  manly  man,  who  was  very  popular  with  his 
men.  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Colville,  a son  of  the  first 
captain  of  Company  “D,”  was  in  command  of  the 
company  at  its  surrender  near  Bentonville,  North 
Carolina,  with  the  remnant  of  Johnson’s  Army. 
Lieutenant  Colville  had  been  twice  wounded.  Colo- 
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nel  F.  M.  Walker,  of  this  regiment,  was  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  Judicial  Circuit  that  embraced  the 
counties  of  Rhea  and  Meigs  at  the  beginning  of 
hostilities ; he  was  killed  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  leading 
the  old  Nineteenth  Tennessee  in  that  memorable 
engagement.  He  had  been  promoted,  made  a Briga- 
dier General,  but  had  not  been  assigned  a command 
when  he  fell.  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  F.  Moore  was 
a grandson  of  Beriah  Frazier,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Rhea  County.  He  fell  while  walking  along  the 
line  encouraging  his  men,  who  were  partially  pro- 
tected by  temporary  breastworks  at  . Missionary 
Ridge,  in  sight  of  his  home.  He  had  the  reputation 
of  a brave,  fearless* soldier.  His  remains  were 
brought,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  to  Rhea  County 
and  buried  at  the  family  cemetery  on  the  old  Frazier 
farm.  ( aptain  W.  E.  ( ,'olville  was  a merchant  at 
Washington.  Lieutenant  P.  W.  Miller  was  a farmer 
living  near  where  Sheffield  now  is.  Lieutenant  Wal- 
lace and  S.  J.  A.  Frazier  were  young  lawyers  just 
commencing  practice  at  Washington. 


Captain  John  Crawford’s  Company. 

The  second  company  to  leave  Rhea  County  for  the 
Confederate  service  was  organized  at  Washington  in 
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June,  1861,  and  elected  the  following  well-known 
citizens  as  its  commissioned  officers : 

John  Crawford,  Captain. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Blevins,  First  Lieutenant. 

J.  A.  Howell,  Second  Lieutenant. 
Hannibal  Paine,  Third  Lieutenant. 


The  following  were  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  as  its  old  roll  shows: 

James  Johnson,  First  Sergeant. 

Geo.  P.  Roddy,  Second  Sergeant. 

II.  A.  Crawford,  Third  Sergeant. 

James  Flemming,  Fourth  Sergeant. 

J.  A.  Cash,  First  Corporal. 

G.  R.  Todd,  Second  Corporal. 

Columbus  Gibson  Third  Corporal. 

John  Majors,  Fourth  Corporal. 


Privates  : 

R.  W.  Allen, 

Polk  Bell, 
Kennedy  Britt, 

W.  W.  Blankenship, 
Jeff.  Bright  well, 
J.  T.  Crawford, 

H.  M.  Cunningham, 
James  Childress, 


Thomas  Falls, 
Rufus  Gist, 
Rufus  Allison, 
A.  S.  Bacon, 

R.  J.  Brown, 
Moses  Blevins, 
John  Brazil, 

J.  R.  Crawford, 
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Newton  Casey, 

H.  F.  Travis, 

Lewis  Ferguson, 
John  Gist, 

George  Brewer, 
George  Bunch, 

W.  A.  Blankenship, 
Hardin  Blevins, 

R.  B.  Boiianan, 

J.  G.  Crawford, 

G.  W.  Corvin, 
Robert  Falls, 

F.  A.  Fisher, 

W.  B.  Greer, 

James  Gross, 
William  Gothard, 
T.  B.  Hults, 

John  Harrison, 

W.  L.  Harris, 

Benj.  F.  Harwood, 
Henry  Hughs, 

F.  M.  Johns, 

J.  H.  Jewell, 

Levi  Kerby, 

M.  H.  Loden, 

G.  McDaniel, 

Elias  Majors, 


J.  II.  Masoner, 

B.  G.  Mathis, 

A.  Moyers, 

Y.  P.  Oldham, 

G.  H.  Rya  n 
W.  S.  Rector, 

W.  R.  Singleton, 
G.  M.  I).  Spence, 

J.  E.  Woodward, 
John  P.  Godsey, 
John  Gillen y, 

J.  W.  Hultz, 

Jas.  Harrison, 

M.  B.  Holloway, 

T.  H.  Hill, 

M.  II.  Hughs, 
Edward  Johnson, 
William  Jones, 

F.  M.  Loftis, 

Ben  Loden, 

M.  Monday, 

David  Majors, 
David  Moore, 

S.  Monday, 

S.  Mathis, 

D.  W.  Powell, 
William  Rinehart, 
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W.  L.  Rice, 

Pleas  Loden, 

Stephen  Spence, 

J.  W.  Lee, 

W.  R.  Thompson, 

John  Monday, 

Samuel  Watson, 

H.  F.  Matherly, 

S.  M.  Gray, 

William  Moore, 

G.  W.  Hicks, 

G.  J.  Moyers, 

H.  H.  Haney, 

J.  H.  McDaniel, 

Benj.  Harrison, 

W.  B.  Purser, 

T.  H.  Holloway, 

Thomas  Ratlidge, 

A.  L.  Hill, 

Horace  Singleton, 

John  Johns, 

B.  F.  Spence, 

J.  M.  Jewell, 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

R.  C.  Knight, 

Jeff.  West. 

Captain  Crawford’s 

company  had  several  Meigs 

County  boys  in  it ; they  had  two  flags  presented  them, 
one  by  the  ladies  of  Rhea  County,  and  one  by  the 
ladies  of  Meigs  County. 

The  company  left  Washington  July  4,  1861,  for 
Knoxville,  going  by  steamboat  up  the  Tennessee 
River,  arriving  at  Knoxville  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1861,  and  were  mustered  into  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice the  same  day. 

The  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  was  organ- 
ized in  a few  weeks,  and  was  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing companies : Captain  Crawford’s  Company  Horn 
Rhea  County ; Boggcss’  Company  from  Meigs 
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County ; Bottles’  Company  from  Washington 
County;  Allen’s  Company  from  Cocke  County; 
McConnell’s  Company  from  Grainger  County; 
McClung’s  Company  from  Knox,  Roane,  and  Blount 
counties;  Morrill’s  Company  from  Sullivan  County; 
Welcker’s  Company  from  Roane  County;  Gordon 
and  McFarland’s  companies  from  Hamilton  County 
and  North  Georgia. 

The  regiment  organized  by  electing  the  following 
field  officers:  John  M.  Lillard,  of  Meigs  County, 
Colonel;  J.  J.  Odell,  of  Sullivan  County,  Lieutenant 
Colonel;  T.  M.  McConnell,  of  Grainger  County, 
Major.  The  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  was 
ordered  to  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  in  September, 
1861,  and  assisted  in  building  fortifications  around 
that  town.  In  January,  1862,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Russellville,  Kentucky,  and  from  there  to 
Fort  Donelson,  where  it  took  a prominent  part  in 
that  historic  battle,  fighting  for  two  days  amid  snow 
and  ice,  and  against  heavy  odds  as  to  numbers;  the 
surviving  members  of  the  regiment  were  surrendered. 
The  regiment  lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded, 
losing  some  of  its  best  officers.  The  field  officers 
were  sent  to  Fort  Warren,  the  privates  and  non- 
commissioned officers  to  Indianapolis,  and  other  offi- 
cers to  Johnson’s  Island.  The  regiment  was  ex- 
changed in  September  following.  The  Twenty-Sixth 
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Tennessee  reenlisted  and  reorganized  at  Knoxville, 
soon  after  it  was  exchanged.  Colonel  Lillard  was 
again  elected  to  command  the  regiment ; J.  L.  Bottles 
was  elected  Lieutenant  Colonel ; . R.  M.  Saffles, 
Major.  The  Rhea  County  company  became  Com- 
pany “E”  of  the  regiment  and  was  reorganized  (Cap- 
tain John  Crawford  having  died  whilst  a prisoner 
of  war  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana).  Company  “E” 
elected  the  following  officers:  James  A.  Cash,  Cap- 
tain; Hannibal  Paine,  Eirst  Lieutenant;  George  P. 
Roddy,  Second  Lieutenant;  R.  C.  Knight,  Third 
Lieutenant.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in 
General  John  C.  Brown’s  brigade  at  Murfreesboro, 
and  took  part  in  the  four  days’  battle  fought  near 
that  place  the  30th  and  31st  of  December,  1862,  and 
January  1st  and  2d,  1863.  Brown’s  brigade  being 
a part  of  Breckinridge’s  division,  the  regiment  took 
part  in  the  memorable  charge  made  on  the  cedar 
thicket,  where  history  says  “Breckinridge  lost  2,000 
men  in  this  charge  in  thirty  minutes.”  The  Twenty- 
Sixth  lost  heavily  in  officers  and  men,  Company 
“E”  losing  some  of  her  best  men  in  that  charge. 

In  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  in  September,  1863, 
the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  maintained 
its  character  for  bravery  and  again  lost  many  of  its 
best  men.  Among  the  number  was  the  gallant  Colo- 
nel Lillard,  who  fell  while  leading  his  regiment  in  a 
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charge,  pierced  by  thirteen  shrapnel  balls.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Bottles  was  killed  by  a scouting  party 
of  Federals  in  upper  East  Tennessee.  The  regiment 
was  engaged  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, from  Chickamauga  to  Bentonville,  North 
Carolina.  Major  Sallies  had  become  Colonel,  and 
Captain  Boggess,  of  Meigs  County,  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel; they  were  both  killed  at  Bentonville,  North 
Carolina,  the  last  regular  engagement  of  the  Civil 
War. 

Captain  John  Crawford  was  a farmer  and  stock 
trader.  Dr.  A.  C.  Blevins  had  just  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Washington;  he  became  Sur- 
geon of  the  Third  Tennessee  Regiment  in  1S62.  J. 
A.  H owell  was  a merchant  at  Smith's  Cross  Roads, 
now  Dayton.  Hannibal  Paine  was  residing  on  the 
old  Paine  farm  with  his  mother  when  he  entered  the 
Confederate  service. 


Captain  W.  T.  Gass'  Company. 

The  third  company  from  Rhea  County  for  the 
Confederate  service  was  a cavalry  company,  organ- 
ized in  July,  1861,  by  the  election  of  the  following 
commissioned  officers: 


IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  WAR. 


23 


W.  T.  Gass,  Captain. 

Newton  Locke,  First  Lieutenant. 
Onslow  Bean,  Second  Lieutenant. 
Floyd  McDonald,  Third  Lieutenant. 


The  company  was  mustered  into  service  at  Rhea 
Springs,  Tennessee,  on  tha  6th  day  of  August,  1861, 
and  left  at  once  for  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

The  following  is  a roll  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  that  were  attached  to  said  com- 
pany: 


Peter  Allen, 
Samuel  Brady, 
James  Brown, 
Richard  Brown, 

O.  G.  M.  Broyles, 
Samuel  Blevins, 

J.  H.  Bryson, 
Frank  Campbell, 
F.  L.  CUNNYNGHAM, 
Edward  Denton, 

A.  Deatheridge, 

W.  M.  Foust, 

T.  J.  Foust, 
Newton  Ferguson, 
John  Gothard, 

J.  D.  Gillam, 


Samuel  Henry, 

Y.  L.  Abernathy, 
Frank  Brown, 

B.  F.  Bunch, 
David  Bennett, 
George  Bristow, 
James  Bean, 
James  Buttram, 
Alex.  Coulter, 
Thomas  Bohanan, 
Darius  Dolen, 

W.  H.  Dyke, 

John  Foust, 

L.  C.  Ferguson, 

E.  D.  Ferguson, 
Elias  Gothard, 
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H.  C.  Greer,  . 

T.  J.  Henry, 

Elzy  BiIttram, 

H.  T.  V.  Blevins, 

A.  R.  Beddoe, 

W.  H.  Bennett, 

J.  II.  Beard, 
Frank  Bean, 

T.  J.  Campbell, 
Martin  Cran field 

W.  II.  Boiianan, 
Cyrus  Dolen, 

A.  Essex, 

X.  B.  Foust, 

M.  M.  Ferguson, 

J.  B.  Fike, 

R.  L.  Garrison, 

W.  S.  Greer, 
Addison  Henry, 
James  Henry, 

Tip  Harris, 

Miller  Holloway, 
I).  K.  Kennedy, 
Gilbert  Lawson, 
Leneas  Locke, 

R.  C.  Montgomery, 
Martin  McEwin, 


Charles  Moss, 

B.  McCaleb, 

W.  M.  Nbal, 

W.  II.  Patterson, 
John  Price,  Sr., 

E.  L.  Rudd, 

James  Revis, 

I.  X.  Whittkxburg, 
Clem  Whittenburg 
James  White, 

John  Wilcox, 
White  Roberts, 

J.  L.  Henry, 

B.  F.  Holloway, 
Jacob  Ingle, 

C.  Loftis, 

James  Lawson, 

T.  IT.  McPherson, 
Calvin  Myers, 

J.  II.  Monroe, 

O.  G.  Marsh, 

C.  T.  McDonald, 
John  Newman, 
James  Patterson, 
James  Pressly, 
James  Rector, 

X.  H.  Smith, 
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E.  Whittenburg, 
D.  Witt, 

O.  W.  Streebeck, 
B.  F.  White, 

Sam  McClenden, 
W.  R.  Henry, 

S.  H.  Holloway, 
James  Heffern, 
B.  F.  Lawson, 

Ed  Loftis, 

W.  G.  Mitchell, 
W.  H.  Moore, 
Wash.  Miller, 


D.  McClenden, 
John  Neal, 

W.  H.  O’Bryan, 
James  Pierce, 

Buck  Rice, 

William  Rush, 

R.  Stephens, 

J ESSE  W HITTENBURG, 

Henry  Wassom, 
Marion  Watson, 
John  Wassom, 
David  Shelton. 


Captain  Gass’  company  was  attached  to  Brazel- 
ton’s  battalion  the  first  year  of  the  war,  and  did 
duty  in  Kentucky  and  along  the  mountains  of  East 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

Carter’s  First  Tennessee  Regiment  was  organized 
in  November,  1862,  and  Captain  Gass’  company  be- 
came Company  “D”  of  said  First  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry. J ames  C.  Carter,  of  Knox  County,  was  elected 
Colonel ; Onslow  Bean,  of  Rhea  County,  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  Alexander  Goforth,  of  Jefferson 
County,  Major.  Captain  Gass  and  Lieutenant 
Locke  retired  at  the  end  of  their  enlistment,  each 
being  over  the  military  age.  The  company  reenlisted 
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for  the  war  and  elected  W.  S.  Greer,  Captain ; Floyd 
McDonald,  First  Lieutenant;  W.  G.  Mitchell,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  IT.  T.  V.  Blevins,  Third  Lieutenant. 

The  battalion  to  which  Captain  Gass’  company 
belonged  did  duty  in  Kentucky  previous  to  Bragg’s 
invasion  into  that  State,  and  was  with  him  through- 
out that  campaign.  Bragg  hurried  a part  of  his  com- 
mand to  Murfreesboro,  and  a part  went  immediately 
to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  leaving  a few  regiments 
of  cavalry  to  guard  the  mountain  passes.  Captain 
Gass’  company  became  Company  “D”  of  the  First 
Tennessee  Cavalry  at  the  reorganization  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  were  kept  busy,  as  the  Federals  were  send- 
ing raiding  parties  into  East  Tennessee  during  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1863.  When  the  Confederates 
evacuated  lower  East  Tennessee  in  September,  1863, 
Colonel  Carter  was  left  in  upper  East  Tennessee  to 
cooperate  with  General  W.  E.  Jones’  command  to 
protect  that  country  from  raiding  parties.  The  regi- 
ment was  engaged  with  Federals  in  several  battles 
during  the  months  of  September  and  October,  1863. 
In  one  of  these  engagements  near  Greenville,  Ten- 
nessee, Captain  Greer,  of  Company  “D,”  was  cap- 
tured and  remained  a prisoner  of  war  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  In  November,  1863,  the  Seventh  Ohio 
and  Second  Tennessee  Federal  regiments  and  a bat- 
tery of  artillery  were  in  camp  near  Bogersville, 
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Tennessee.  The  Confederates  by  forced  march  made 
at  night  surprised  the  Federals ; the  “Buckeye”  boys 
escaped,  but  the  artillery  and  Second  Tennessee 
Regiment  were  nearly  all  captured.  Company  “D,” 
led  by  Lieutenant  McDonald,  captured  the  battery. 
Colonel  Sam  Carter,  commanding  the  Second  Ten- 
nessee, was  a cousin  of  J.  E.  Carter,  commanding 
the  First  Tennessee  (Confederate)  Regiment.  Lieu- 
tenant McDonald  led  the  Rhea  County  boys  in  this 
charge,  as  he  frequently  did,  and  he  was  the  first 
man  to  the  captured  battery,  mounting  one  of  the 
guns  on  reaching  it.  The  First  Tennessee  had  the 
honor  of  capturing  the  battery  and  nearly  all  of  the 
First  Tennessee  Federal  Regiment. 

After  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  General  Long- 
street  with  his  corps  advanced  on  Knoxville.  The 
First  Tennessee  Cavalry  joined  him  in  the  seige  of 
Knoxville,  was  at  the  battle  of  Bean’s  Station,  and 
was  with  Longstreet  whilst  he  remained  in  East 
Tennessee.  Afterwards  the  regiment  became  a part 
of  Breckinridge’s  command,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Morristown,  Bull’s  Gap,  and  Greenville. 
Later  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  Valley  of 
Virginia;  met  the  enemy  at  Piedmont,  Winchester, 
Fisher’s  Hill,  Darksville,  and  was  engaged  almost 
daily  on  skirmish  line  during  the  summer  of  1864. 
The  regiment  lost  heavily  in  this  campaign,  and 
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especially  at  Piedmont.  Colonel  Bean  was  killed  in 
a hand  to  hand  engagement  at  Marion,  Virginia,  in 
December,  1864.  The  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  lost 
four  field  officers,  all  killed  whilst  leading  their  men 
against  the  enemy — Colonel  Bean,  of  Rhea  County; 
Major  Goforth,  of  Jefferson  County;  Major  Richard 
Vandyke,  of  McMinn  County;  and  Major  King,  of 
Hamilton  County. 

W.  T.  Gass  resided  on  a farm  near  where  Sheffield 
station  is  located.  He  was  a lawyer  and  was  also 
engaged  in  farming  when  he  entered  the  Confederate 
Army.  Newton  Locke  was  a farmer,  and  owned  and 
resided  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  Drs.  J.  G. 
and  Walter  Thomison.  Onslow  Bean  was  a mer- 
chant at  Washington.  Floyd  McDonald  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Smith’s  Cross  Roads, 
now  Dayton.  Lieutenant  McDonald  was  mortally 
wounded  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Virginia,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  at  Winchester.  A brave,  gallant  soldier, 
a noble  young  man,  was  Floyd  McDonald. 


Captain  A.  J.  Cawood’s  Company. 

The  fourth  company  from  Rhea  County  for  the 
Confederate  Army  was  an  infantry  company,  organ- 
ized at  Rhea  Springs  in  October,  1861,  by  electing 
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the  following  well-known  citizens  as  its  commissioned 
officers : 

A.  J.  Cawood,  Captain. 

J.  M.  Caldwell,  First  Lieutenant. 

H.  B.  Lincoln,,  Second  Lieutenant, 

J.  E.  Bohan  an/ Third  Lieutenant. 

Captain  C a wood’s  company  left  at  once  for  Knox- 
ville, and  on  arrival  there  was  mustered  into  the 
Confederate  service  and  became  Company  “B”  of 
the  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Begiment.  James  W. 
Gillespie,  then  Inspector  General  on  Governor  Har- 
ris’ Staff,  volunteered  as  a private  in  this  company. 
At  the  organizaton  of  the  Forty-Third  Tennessee 
Regiment,  James  W.  Gillespie  was  elected  Colonel. 
D.  M.  Key,  of  Hamilton  County,  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel.  Colonel  Key  was  also  a member  of 
Governor  Harris’  Staff,  and  had  been  prominent  in 
the  organization  of  the  Tennessee  troops.  Lawson 
Guthrie,  of  Hamilton  County,  was  elected  Major. 

After  serving  the  twelve  months  for  which  they 
were  enlisted  the  company  reenlisted  for  the  war,  and 
at  the  reorganization  of  the  company  the  following 
commissioned  officers  were  elected:  A.  J.  Cawood, 
reelected  Captain;  W.  M.  Wilson,  First  Lieutenant; 
H.  B.  Lincoln,  Second  Lieutenant;  John  E.  Pyott, 
Third  Lieutenant, 
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Captain  Cawoo'd  was  mortally  wounded  during  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  After  his  death  Lieutenant  W. 
M.  Wilson  became  Captain  of  Company  “B,”  and 
commanded  it  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

At  the  reorganization  of  the  Forty-Third  Tennes- 
see Regiment,  Colonel  Gillespie  was  reelected  Colo- 
nel, Key  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Lawson  Guthrie 
Major. 

The  following  is  a partial  roll  of  the  brave  men 
who  composed  this  company,  as  furnished  the  writer 
by  its  commander,  Captain  W.  M.  Wilson.  Non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates: 


J.  L.  Abernathy, 
Noah  Boofer, 

Chas.  Brady,  Jr., 
Willis  Birchfield, 
James  W.  Bell, 
Jack  Bell, 

William  Carroll, 
M.  C.  Clack, 
Samuel  Dudley, 

A.  C.  Day, 

Wm.  Fulington, 
William  Gray, 
John  Howell, 
George  Harris, 


A.  J.  Jolly, 

J.  D.  Kenner, 
Zachariaii  Key, 
James  Kizziah,  Jr., 
George  Loy, 
William  Miller, 
William  McCoy, 
Henry  Pyott, 
Alonzo  Robinson, 
M.  V.  Atchley, 
Thomas  Bibee, 
William  Bracy, 
William  Boles, 
David  Bell, 
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George  Bratcher, 
T.  H.  Cash, 

Morgan  Casey, 
Benjamin  Dudley, 
Henry  Dorr, 

James  Farmer, 
Calvin  Garrison, 
Rufus  Hood, 
Gilbert  Holloway, 
William  Hughes, 
M.  Keylon,  . 
Joseph  Kenner, 
James  Kizziah,  Sr., 
Thomas  Lee, 
Wright  S.  Miller, 
John  Majors, 

John  Painter,  . 
Elbert  Robinson, 
Oscar  Robinson, 
Riley  Boofer, 

Chas.  Brady,  Sr., 
Owen  Brady, 
Robert  Bell, 

John  Bradley, 
William  Bratcher, 
W.  R.  Clack, 

John  Combs, 


John  Dotson, 
James  Emory, 
Enoch  Floyd, 

J.  W.  Gillespie, 
Joseph  Hood, 

H.  Haney, 

Andrew  Hughes, 
John  Keylon, 

John  Kelly, 

David  Kizziah, 
Hamilton  Lincoln, 
James  Miller, 

F.  M.  Majors, 

John  E.  Pyott, 

J.  M.  Robinson, 

T.  J.  Robinson, 

J.  M.  Roddy, 

W.  S.  Roddy, 
Coleman  Smith, 
John  Treadway, 
Henry  Tallent, 
Joseph  Thomas, 
Adolphus  Wheeler, 
Alex.  Wasson, 
Thomas  Roddy, 
James  Reece, 

Jno.  Scarborough, 
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Van  Thurman, 
W.  M.  Wilson, 
J.  C.  Wasson, 
J.  L.  Roddy, 


Joseph  Treadway 


James  Swafford 
Levi  Treadway, 
Jack  Thompson, 
J.  A.  Wilson, 


John  Wasson. 


York  Read, 

More  than  forty  years  have  elapsed  since  ( aptain 
Wilson  has  heard  the  roll  call  of  his  old  company, 
and  having  to  depend  on  memory,  some  of  the  names 
have  been  forgotten,  but  it  is  the  best  that  can  be 
done,  as  no  roll  of  the  company  conld  tie  found. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Forty-Third  Ten- 
nessee Regiment,  the  companies  were  distributed 
along  the  old-  East  Tennessee,  Virginia,  and  Georgia 
Railroad  to  guard  the  bridges,  and  were  engaged  for 
several  months  in  this  duty.  When  General  Bragg 
invested  Kentucky  in  the  summer  of  1*62,  the  Forty- 
Third  Tennessee  Regiment  went  from  Pound  Gap, 
Virginia,  and  joined  the  command  of  General  E. 
Kirby  Smith,  and  was  with  his  command  at  the 
battle  of  Richmond,  Kentucky,  and  throughout  that 
campaign.  In  December,  1862,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Baker’s  Creek,  or  Champion  Ilill, 
as  the  Eederals  called  it,  and  Big  Black,  falling 
back  to  Vicksburg  with  General  Pemberton’s  com- 
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mand,  and  was  on  the  firing  line  for  forty-seven  days 
in  that  memorable  siege,  when  at  length  human 
resistance  failed  and  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1863, 
the  surrender  came.  Company  “B”  was  paroled  with 
the  balance  of  the  regiment.  In  a few  days  the  boys 
marched  out,  leaving  behind  them  a number  of  their 
brave  comrades  who  had  fallen  during  that  memora- 
ble campaign  and  siege. 

The  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  after  being 
furloughed  home,  was  ordered  in  parole  camp  at 
Decatur,  Georgia,  and  was  exchanged  in  October, 
1863.  Soon  after  being  exchanged  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Knoxville  with  General  Longstreet.  Af- 
ter General  Longstreet’s  repulse  at  Fprt  Sanders  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Rogersville,  Tennessee. 
About  this  time  General  John  C.  Vaughn,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  brigade  to  which  the  Forty-Third 
Tennessee  belonged,  obtained  an  order  to  mount 
them,  and  from  January,  1864,  to  the  close  of  the 
war  they  did  duty  as  mounted  infantry,  and  surren- 
dered as  cavalry.  The  regiment  operated  with  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge's  command  after  General  Long- 
street  returned  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
being  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Morristown,  Bulks 
Gap,  Greeneville,  Tennessee,  and  in  Southwest  Vir- 
ginia, at  Saltworks  and  Marion.  In  the  summer  of 
1864  they  went  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia  and  were 
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engaged  in  the  battles  of  Piedmont,  Fisher’s  Hill, 
Winchester,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  engagements  of 
General  Early’s  command  in  that  arduous  campaign. 

After  the  surrender  of  General  Lee,  Company 
“B”  went  with  the  regiment  across  the  Blue  Ridge 
to  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  with  the  escort  of 
President  Davis  to  Washington,  Georgia,  surrender- 
ing there  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1865. 

Captain  Cawood  was  a farmer,  living  in  the  valley 
above  Spring  City.  He  was  a modest,  intelligent 
gentleman,  and  as  brave  a man  as  ever  wore  a Con- 
federate uniform.  He  received  a mortal  wound 
whilst  leading  Company  “B”  in  a charge  on  Federal 
breastworks  in  the  nighttime,  after  a hand  to  hand 
engagement  and  the  capture  of  the  Federal  trenches, 
and  died  several  weeks  later.  Lieutenant  J.  M. 
Caldwell  was  also  a farmer,  residing  near  where 
Spring  City  now  stands.  He  had  been  sheriff  of 
Rhea  County  for  six  years  and  was  very  popular. 
Lieutenant  James  E.  Bohanan  resided  above  Rhea 
Springs,  and  was  a stock  trader.  Lieutenant  Lincoln 
was  a farmer  who  resided  in  the  Roddy  settlement 
near  White’s  Creek,  and  was  related  to  President 
Lincoln. 
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Captain  Burton  Leuty’s  Company. 

Captain  Leuty’s  company  was  a cavalry  company, 
and  it  was  the  next  company  organized  in  Rhea 
County  for  the  Confederate  service.  On  the  18th 
day  of  April,  1862,  the  members  of  this  company 
met  at  Rhea  Springs  and  elected  the  following  com- 
missioned officers : 


Burton  Leuty,  Captain. 

G.  B.  Keys,  First  Lieutenant. 

S.  J.  Wheeler,  Second  Lieutenant. 
M.  G.  McDonald,  Third  Lieutenant. 


The  roll  of  the  company  shows  the  following  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  to  have  been  at- 
tached to  this  company : 


C.  W.  Ault, 

W.  N.  Ault, 
Albion  Ault, 

L.  H.  Bohanan, 
P.  K.  Burum, 

M.  V.  Brady, 

Tom  Brotherton 
R.  C.  Broyles, 

J.  N.  Barton, 

J.  B.  Breeding, 


A.  W.  Breeding, 
T.  J.  Breeding, 
W.  J.  Breeding, 
Wm.  Bramlett, 
I.  N.  Broyles, 
T.  J.  Barton, 
Oscar  Barton, 
Pryor  Barton, 
Thomas  Beard, 
M.  M.  Clack, 
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M.  Campbell,, 

W.  C.  Cofer, 
Alfred  Collins, 

J.  M.  Cox, 

Newton  Casey, 

M.  A.  Edmunds, 

W.  A.  Essex, 

James  Essex, 

Ed.  H.  Ford, 

E.  J.  Ford, 

T.  W.  Ford, 

J.  F.  Ford, 

T.  J.  Foust, 

B.  J.  Franklin, 
Elijah  Fine, 

J.  H.  Fine, 
Henderson  F isher, 
W.  K.  Ganaway, 
John  Gist, 
Columbus  Gibson, 
E.  N.  Ganaway, 
Hiram  Horred, 

H.  L.  Hedgecoth, 
B.  F.  Harris, 

Ben  F.  Harwood, 
D.  W.  Horner, 

H.  H.  Haney. 


A.  J.  Hale, 

C.  P.  S.  Johns, 

J.  J.  Jones, 

W.  M.  Jolly, 

D.  C.  Knox, 

W.  E.  Lee, 

George  Loftis, 

G.  W.  Lowrey, 
Moses  Miller, 

Joe  E.  Miller, 

J.  H.  McMurry, 
W.  E.  McMurry, 

J.  W.  Mathis, 

T.  S.  Marsh, 

G.  S.  Marsh, 

J.  D.  Marsh, 

T.  S.  Moore, 

G.  W.  Minnix, 

E.  S.  Morrill, 

J.  L.  McPherson, 
J.  M.  McPherson. 
M.  F.  Moore, 

H.  F.  Mathews, 
Green  McDaniel, 
J.  E.  Neal, 

J.  C.  Neal, 

J.  G.  Owens, 
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W.  M.  Owens,, 

J.  H.  Pearson, 

A.  J.  Smith, 

W.  S.  Smith, 

G.  W.  Smith, 

J.  T.  Smith, 
Andrew  Robinson, 
T.  H.  Robinson, 
John  S.  Rector, 

J.  W.  Rose, 

J.  A.  Thompson, 

Gr.  R.  Todd, 

J.  W.  Wassom, 


G.  W.  Wassom, 

T.  A.  Weeks, 

J.  E.  White, 

J.  R.  White, 
John  White, 

J.  F.  White, 

J.  P.  White, 

J.  T.  Wilson, 

C.  N.  Wheeler, 
J.  H.  Ward, 
Samuel  Walker, 
Warren  West. 


After  more  than  a year’s  service,  Captain  Leuty’s 
health  became  so  precarious  that  he  resigned,  and  G. 
B.  Keys  became  Captain  of  the  company;  S.  J. 
Wheeler,  First  Lieutenant;  M.  G.  McDonald,  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  and  Elbert  S.  Morrell  was  elected 
Third  Lieutenant.  Captain  Leuty’s  company  left 
Rhea  Springs  immediately  after  its  organization, 
marching  to  Knoxville.  On  its  arrival  there  it  was 
mustered  into  the  Confederate  service  for  the  war, 
and  was  attached  to  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Third  Battalion  of  cavalry  in  East  Tennessee.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Carter  commanding  the  battalion,  the 
company  went  from  Knoxville  to  Chattanooga  about 
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the  time  General  Mitchell  made  his  advance  in  the 
direction  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  and  was  in  Chat- 
tanooga when  the  Wilder  Brigade  tossed  a few  shells 
into  Chattanooga.  Leuty’s  company  assisted  in  get- 
ting the  Confederate  artillery  on  “Cameron  Hill,” 
then  covered  with  timber.  After  the  Federals  con- 
cluded it  would  be  safer  for  them  to  get  beyond 
the  Cumberland  Mountains,  Leuty’s  company  was 
ordered  to  Kelly’s  Ferry,  below  Chattanooga,  and 
guarded  this  and  other  ferries  in  that  vicinity  for 
several  weeks.  The  company  was  then  ordered  to 
upper  East  Tennessee  and  did  service  in  Kentucky 
and  along  the  mountains  until  General  Kirby  Smith 
advanced  into  Kentucky;  was  with  him  at  the  battles 
of  Richmond  and  Perrvville,  and  was  in  the  rear 
fighting  daily  on  General  Bragg’s  retreat  out  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  battalion  to  which  Captain  Leuty’s  com- 
pany was  attached  was  ordered  to  Murfreesboro 
when  Bragg  reformed  his  lines  after  the  Kentucky 
campaign.  In  November,  1862,  Carter’s  battalion 
and  Brazzleton’s  battalion  were  organized  into  a regi- 
ment, and  elected  James  E.  Carter,  Colonel;  Onslow 
Bean,  Lieutenant  Colonel;  and  Alexander  Goforth, 
Major.  After  considerable  controversy  with  Colonel 
Ashby,  the  regiment  was  designated  the  First  Ten- 
nessee Cavalry,  and  Ashby’s  the  Second,  when  in 
fact  Colonel  Wheeler,  of  Middle  Tennessee,  had  been 
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in  command  of  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  for  more 
than  a year  previous  to  the  organization  of  Colonel 
Carter’s  First  Tennessee.  Captain  Leuty’s  company 
became  Company  “A”  of  the  regiment,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  four  days’  battle  of  Murfreesboro. 
This  battle  closed  January  2d,  1863,  and  military 
operations  were  suspended  for  the  balance  of  the 
winter.  Captain  Leuty’s  company  was  ordered  to 
the  vicinity  of  Knoxville  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro,  and  remained  there  the  balance  of  that 
winter. 

As  soon  as  military  operations  were  resumed  in 
the  spring  of  1863,  Company  “A”  went  with  the 
regiment  on  a raid  into  Kentucky,  going  by  way  of 
Monticello.  Soon  after  this  Colonel  Byrd,  of  the 
Federal  Army,  entered  Tennessee  on  a raid  and  at- 
tempted to  reach  Knoxville.  The  First  Tennessee, 
with  other  Confederate  cavalry,  intercepted  the  Fed- 
erals  and  drove  them  across  the  mountains,  and  fol- 
lowed them  into  Kentucky.  Company  “A”  was  with 
the  regiment  at  the  siege  of  Cumberland  Gap.  When 
East  Tennessee  was  evacuated  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  was,  as 
is  stated  in  the  sketch  of  Captain  Gass’  old  company, 
sent  to  upper  East  Tennessee,  and  the  history  of  the 
two  Rhea  County  companies  being  the  same  from 
that  date  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Captain  Leuty’s 
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company  was  with  the  regiment  at  Knoxville  and 
with  Longstreet  in  the  balance  of  his  campaign  in 
East  Tennessee. 

General  Longstreet  returned  to  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  in  the  early  spring  of  18G4,  and 
General  Breckinridge  was  left  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  Southwest  Virginia  and  East  Ten- 
nessee. About  this  time  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry 
was  detached  from  General  W.  E,  Jones’  brigade  and 
attached  to  General  Vaughn’s  brigade,  and  was  with 
Vaughn  at  New  Market,  Morristown,  Bull’s  Gap, 
Greeneville,  and  all* other  engagements  in  which  the 
brigade  participated.  In  that  strenuous  campaign, 
Company  “A”  went  with  the  regiment  to  Piedmont, 
where  the  regiment,  together  with  other  East  Ten- 
nessee troops  under  Vaughn,  saved  the  total  route 
of  the  Confederate  forces.  The  First  Tennessee  lost 
some  of  her  best  men  in  that  bloody  engagement,  the 
Rhea  County  companies  losing  perhaps  a greater  per- 
centage than  the  balance  of  the  regiment.  Captain 
Leuty’s  company  was  with  the  regiment  in  all  of 
Early’s  campaign  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  ; crossed 
the  Potomac  into  Maryland,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
Early  campaign  the  regiment  returned  to  East  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  with  Vaughn  at  the  surrender. 

Captain  Leuty  was  a merchant  at  Rhea  Springs 
when  he  entered  the  army.  Lieutenant  G.  B.  Keys 
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was  a photographer,  located  at  Rhea  Springs.  Lieu- 
tenant S.  J.  Wheeler  was  teaching  school,  and  Lieu- 
tenant M.  G.  McDonald  was  a farmer,  residing  on 
his  farm,  now  a part  of  Dayton. 


Captain  W.  P.  Darwin's  Company. 


The  sixth  company  to  enter  the  Confederate  Army 
from  Rhea  County  was  a cavalry  company  organized 
at  Washington  in  May,  1862,  and  elected  the  follow- 
ing well-known  citizens  as  their  commissioned  offi- 
cers : 

W.  P.  Darwin,  Captain. 

F.  J.  Paine,  First  Lieutenant. 

H.  C.  Collins,  Second  Lieutenant. 

W.  P.  Thomison,  Sr.,  Third  Lieutenant. 


With  the  following  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  as  members  of  said  company : 


Benjamin  Arnold, 
Isaac  Armour, 

W.  N.  Ault, 
Alfred  Burton, 
Byron  Blevins, 

S.  D.  Broyles, 
Pink  Burton, 


James  Burton, 

R.  C.  Broyles, 
John  Ball, 

David  Bell, 

Dock  Coulter, 
William  Collins, 
John  Collins, 
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Young  Colville, 
Wm.  Compton, 
Thomas  Crawford. 
James  Collins, 

G.  W.  Callahan, 
Jasper  Cook, 
Oscar  Cook, 

Louis  Cofer, 

H.  C.  Darwin, 
Josiah  Dawson, 
James  Driscoll, 
Joseph  Dodd, 

Simp  Essex, 
Robert  Edmunds, 
Jno.  Ferguson, 
Hugh  Ferguson, 
Adison  Ferguson, 
George  Foust, 

W.  B.  Fleming, 
Geo.  Fondron, 
Hope  Fike, 

John  Franklin, 

E.  N.  Gan  a way, 

T.  C.  Ganawjty, 

T.  J.  Gillespie, 
Larkin  Gotiiard, 
Henry  Gothard, 


Peter  Guyson, 
Wm.  Graham, 

Cal  Gibson, 

James  Graham, 
Joe  Graham, 

Andy  Hale, 

John  Hale, 

T.  J.  Howard, 

J.  M.  Houston, 
Samuel  Houston, 
John  Harbison, 
Jeff  Hash, 

Wm.  Holloway, 
Asa  Johnson, 
Wash.  Jackson, 
Tiios.  J.  Locke, 
David  Locke, 

S.  H.  Lauderdale 
David  Landreth, 
Saul  Loftis, 

W.  N.  Mariott, 
John  McDonald, 
J.  T.  Miller, 
Joseph  Miller, 
Jas.  Montgomery, 
E.  W.  Moore, 
Robert  Moore, 
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Berry  Mathis, 

G.  G.  Murphy, 

E.  S.  Pearce, 
John  Peterson, 
Robert  Peterson, 
Wm.  Porter, 

John  Porter, 
Eugene  Porter, 
John  Powers, 

Wm.  Rollins, 
Adam  Rollins, 

S.  P.  C.  Robinson 
Jesse  Rector, 

Wm.  Riggs, 

John  Robinson, 
John  Roddy, 

H.  T.  Rodgers, 

L.  S.  Sykes, 

Joe  Sykes, 

Abe  Swafford, 
Sam  Shelby, 
James  Shelton, 
John  Smith, 
James  Smith, 

J.  J.  Smith, 


Wm.  Smith,  Sr., 
Wm.  Smith,  Jr., 
Willis  Smith, 
Duncan  Smith, 
Anthony  Smith, 
Jno.  S.  Thomison, 
W.  P.  Tiiomison,  Jr. 
Jack  Trentham, 

W.  M.  Trentham, 
M.  Trentham, 
Lewis  Taylor, 

B.  F.  Vaughn, 
John  Whaley, 
James  Whaley, 
Colonel  Whaley, 
David  Woody, 

Wm.  Whittenburg, 
Adam  Wyrick, 

Jno.  Walker, 
James  Walker, 
Wm.  Walker, 

John  Wilson, 

Bud  Wright, 

John  Watts, 

James  White. 


The  company  Avas  mustered  into  service  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  day  of  May,  1862,  and  left  at 
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once  for  Knoxville.  Five  other  companies  joined 
them,  and  the  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Battalion  of 
cavalry  was  organized  by  the  election  of  John  R. 
Neal,  of  McMinn  County,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
and  F.  J.  Paine,  of  Rhea  County,  as  Major,  the 
Rhea  County  company  becoming  Company  “C”  of 
the  battalion — Neal’s  battalion — and  the  Twelfth 
Tennessee  Battalion  formed  what  was  known  as 
“Rucker’s  Legion,”  and  saw  hard  service  in  Ken- 
tucky previous  to  Bragg’s  campaign  into  that  State. 
The  battalion  was  with  Bragg  throughout  that  cam- 
paign, and  with  the  cavalry  of  Bragg’s  army  were 
in  the  saddle  almost  day  and  night  from  the  time 
Bragg  entered  the  State  until  his  army  was  safely 
on  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains. 
On  the  retreat  of  the  Confederate  Army  after  the 
battle  of  Perryville,  Lieutenant  Thom i son  resigned 
on  account  of  age,  and  his  son,  John  S.  Thomison, 
having  been  a member  of  Captain  Colville’s  com- 
pany, had  received  a severe  wound  at  Shiloh  that 
disqualified  him  from  infantry  service,  he  and  his 
brother,  W.  P.  Thomison,  Jr.,  were  transferred  to 
Dawin’s  company,  and  John  S.  Thomison  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  his  father.  At  Pea  Vine  Ridge,  a day  or  two 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  the  Sixteenth 
Battalion  was  engaged  in  skirmish  fighting  with 
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Rosencran’s  army.  Here  Lieutenant  Thomison  was 
killed,  and  no  nobler  young  man  gave  up  his  life  for 
his  country  than  John  Thomison.  Captain  Darwin’s 
company  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  losing  some  of  its  best  men.  After 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga  the  battalion  followed  the 
retreating  Federal  forces  to  Chattanooga  and  did 
picket  duty  on  the  Tennessee  River  at  the  point 
where  Citico  Furnace  is  now  located.  Later  the  bat- 
talion went  with  Longstreet  to  Knoxville,  and  was 
with  him  at  the  battle  of  Bean’s  Station  in  the  winter 
of  1864.  “Rucker’s  Legion”  was  attached  to  Gen- 
eral John  C.  Vaughn’s  brigade.  Captain  Darwin’s 
company  was  with  Vaughn  at  Morristown,  Bull’s 
Gap,  Greeneville,  and  other  engagements  in  upper 
East  Tennessee.  In  the  summer  of  1864  Company 
“C”  of  the  Sixteenth  Battalion  was  sent  to  the 
Valley  of  Virginia  with  that  part  of  Vaughn’s  brig- 
ade that  was  at  Bristol  when  this  order  came.  They 
were  at  the  battles  of  Piedmont,  Fisher’s  Hill, 
and  Winchester.  Lieutenant  Armour  was  killed  at 
Fisher’s  Hill.  He  had  been  elected  a Lieutenant  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Lieu- 
tenant Paine.  The  company  was  engaged  with 
Early’s  army  almost  daily  in  skirmish  fighting  and 
regular  engagements,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the 
valley.  General  Early  crossed  the  Potomac  into 
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Maryland,  and.  some  of  the  Rhea  County  boys  were 
in  sight  of  Washington,  D.  C.  After  this  campaign 
the  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Battalion  returned  to  upper 
East  Tennessee  and  Southwest  Virginia,  and  was  at 
Christiansburg,  Virginia,  with  General  Vaughn 
when  General  Lee  surrendered.  The  Rhea  County 
company  of  this  battalion  followed  Major  Paine  and 
General  Vaughn  to  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and 
surrendered  at  Athens,  Georgia,  on  the  8th  day  of 
May,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  R.  Neal  settled  at  Rhea 
Springs  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  He  twice  represented  the 
Third  Congressional  District  in  the  United  States 
Congress,  and  was  universally  esteemed  by  every  one 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Captain  W.  P.  Darwin,  who  gallantly  led  Com- 
pany “C”  from  its  organization  to  its  surrender  in 
1865,  was  a merchant  at  Washington  when  the  war 
began.  Lieutenant  E.  J.  Paine  was  also  a merchant 
when  he  entered  the  army.  H.  C.  Collins  was  a 
farmer  living  in  the  valley  above  Evensville  when  he 
entered  the  army.  W.  P.  Thomison,  Sr.,  was  also 
a farmer,  residing  three  miles  south  of  Washington. 
After  Lieutenant  Armour  was  killed  W.  P.  Thom- 
ison, Jr.,  became  a Lieutenant  in  Company  “C”  and 
was  as  brave  a man  as  carried  a sword  in  the  Con- 
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federate  Army.  The  boys  said  that  “Lieutenant 
Dick”  only  gave  one  command  when  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  enemy,  and  that  was  simply,  “I  gonnies, 
boys,  come  on.” 

The  Rhea  and  Meigs  County  boys  who  were  with 
General  Early  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  in  1864 
know  the  devastation  and  ruin  wrought  by  the  Fed- 
eral soldiers  in  that  campaign,  but  did  not  know  that 
they  were  acting  under  specific  orders.  For  the  pur- 
pose only  of  showing  the  spirit  animating  the  author- 
ities controlling  the  two  contending  armies,  I desire 
to  present  on  one  page  of  this  brief  history  the  orders 
of  General  U.  S.  Grant,  given  his  subordinates  then 
operating  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  oppo- 
site page  the  general  order  of  General  R.  E.  Lee  on 
his  invasion  of  Pennsylvania.  They  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

Headquarters  Army  Northern  Virginia,, 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  27,  1863. 

• General  Order  No.  73: 

The  commanding  General  has  observed  with 
marked  satisfaction  the  conduct  of  the  troops  on  the 
march,  and  confidently  anticipates  results  commen- 
surate with  the  high  spirits  they  have  manifested. 
No  troops  could  have  displayed  greater  fortitude,  or 
better  performed  the  arduous  marches  of  the  past 
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ten  days.  Their  conduct  in  other  respects  has,  with 
few  exceptions,  been  in  keeping  with  their  character 
as  soldiers. 

There  have,  however,  been  instances  of  forgetful- 
ness on  the  part  of  some  that  they  have  in  keeping 
the  yet  unsullied  reputation  of  the  army,  and  the 
duties  exacted  of  us  by  civilization  and  Christianity 
are  not  less  obligatory  in  the  country  of  the  enemy 
than  in  our  own. 

The  commanding  General  considers  that  no 
greater  disgrace  could  befall  an  army,  and  through 
it  our  whole  people,  than  the  perpetration  of  the  bar- 
barous outrages  upon  the  innocent  and  defenseless, 
than  the  wanton  destruction  of  private  property,  that 
have  marked  the  course  of  the  enemy  in  our  own 
country.  Such  proceedings  not  only  disgrace  the 
perpetrators,  but  all  connected  with  them.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  we  make  war  only  upon  armed 
men,  and  that  we  cannot  take  vengeance  for  the 
wrongs  our  people  have  suffered  without  lowering 
ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  all  whose  abhorrence  has  been 
excited  by  the  atrocities  of  our  enemy  and  offending 
against  Him  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  without 
whose  favor  and  support  our  efforts  must  all  prove 
in  vain. 

The  commanding  General  therefore  earnestly  ex- 
horts the  troops  to  abstain,  with  the  most  scrupulous 


IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  WAR. 


49 


care,  from  unnecessarily  or  wantonly  injury  to  pri- 
vate property,  and  he  enjoins  upon  all  officers  to 
arrest  and  bring  to  summary  punishment  all  who 
shall  in  any  way  offend  against  the  orders  on  this 
subject.  R.  E.  Lee, 

General . 

This  order  was  strictly  obeyed  and  private  prop- 
erty protected. 

Contrast  Orders  from  General  Grant. 

City  Point,  July  14,  1864. 
Major  General  HallecJc: 

If  the  enemy  has  left  Maryland,  as  I suppose  he 
has,  we  should  have  on  his  heels  veterans,  militia- 
men, men  on  horseback,  to  eat  out  Virginia  clear  and 
clean  as  far  as  they  go,  so  that  crows  flying  over  it 
for  the  balance  of  this  season  will  have  to  carry  their 
provisions  with  them.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant  General . 

City  Point,  July  15,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck: 

If  Hunter  cannot  get  to  Gordonsville  and  Char- 
lottesville to  cut  the  railroad,  he  should  make  all  of 
the  valley  south  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  a desert  as 
high  up  as  possible.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant  General . 
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Headquarters  in  the  Field, 
Monacally  Bridge,  Md.,  Aug.  5,  1864. 
Major  General  D.  Hunter: 

In  pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  it  is  de- 
sirable that  nothing  be  left  to  invite  the  enemy  to 
return.  Take  all  stores  and  provisions  wanted  for 
the  use  of  your  command,  and  such  as  cannot  be 
used  destroy. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant  General . 

City  Point,  Va.,  Aug.  26,  1864. 
Major  General  Sheridan: 

If  the  war  is  to  last  another  year,  we  want  the 
Shenandoah  \ alley  to  remain  a barren  waste. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant  General . 

City  Point,  Nov.  5,  1864. 
Major  General  Sheridan: 

So  long  as  the  war  lasts  they  must  be  prevented 
from  making  another  crop,  both  there  and  as  high 
up  the  valley  as  we  control. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant  General . 
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How  These  Orders  Were  Obeyed. 

Harrisonburg,,  Sept.  29,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant, 

City  Point . 

Torbett  retiring  by  way  of  Staunton,  destroying 
according  to  your  instructions. 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 
Major  General . 

Harrisonburg,  Sept.  28,  1864. 
Brigadier  General  Merritt , 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division. 

Destroy  all  grain,  drive  off  or  kill  all  stock,  and 
otherwise  carry  out  the  instructions  of  Lieutenant 
General  Grant,  an  extract  of  which  is  sent  you,  and 
which  means : Leave  the  valley  a barren  waste. 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 
Major  General. 

Captain  Darius  Waterhouse’s  Company. 
(State  Guards)  Cavalry  Company. 

About  the  time  the  Federal  Army  reached  the 
Cumberland  Mountains  in  their  march  south,  per- 
haps in  the  month  of  August,  1863,  the  last  company 
organized  for  defense  of  the  South  in  Rhea  County 
met  at  Washington  and  elected  Dr.  Darius  Water- 
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house,  Captain;  W.  P.  Thoinison,  Sr.,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ; Eev.  E.  T.  Howard,  Second  Lieutenant ; and 
James  Johnson,  Third  Lieutenant.  It  was  desig- 
nated as  the  “Old  Man’s  Company,”  and  was  prop- 
erly named,  as  the  members  of  this  company  were 
nearly  all  past  sixty  years  of  age.  With  a voting 
population  of  less  than  seven  hundred,  Rhea  County 
had  already  sent  six  full  companies  to  the  Confed- 
erate Army,  and  quite  a number  of  her  citizens  had 
crossed  the  mountains  and  joined  the  Federal  Army, 
so  that  almost  every  man  in  Rhea  County  able  to 
bear  arms  had  already  entered  the  field  in  one  of  the 
two  armies  then  engaged  in  the  most  gigantic  civil 
war  known  to  history.  The  men  composing  this 
company  are  all  gone — not  one  left  from  whom  the 
writer  can  get  even  a partial  roll  of  those  heroic  old 
soldiers.  They  were  the  men  who  helped  to  equip 
the  six  companies  which  had  taken  their  sons  to  the 
front,  and  now  that  their  homes  were  to  be  invaded 
by  the  mighty  host  arrayed  for  the  coercion  of  the 
South  to  the  ideas  and  policies  of  the  extreme  men 
of  the  North,  these  old  men,  with  a courage  born  of 
love  for  their  homes  and  firesides,  resolved  to  enter 
the  carnival  of  death  themselves. 

When  the  Federal  lines  were  advanced  to  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  Captain  Waterhouse’s  company  was 
attached  to  Major  Frank  Welker’s  battalion,  the 
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battalion  being  composed  of  old  men  and  boys.  This 
company  did  their  first  service  along  the  river  as 
pickets.  When  lower  East  Tennessee  was  evacuated 
by  the  Confederates  in  September,  1863,  Captain 
Waterhouse’s  company  went  with  the  cavalry  to 
Chickamauga  and  were  engaged  in  that  bloody  battle. 
After  Rosencrans’  defeat  there  he  fell  back  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  the  Tennessee  Eiver  again  became  the 
dividing  line  between  the  two  armies.  Waterhouse’s 
company  again  did  picket  duty  along  the  Tennessee 
River,  and  while  thus  engaged  a number  of  them 
were  captured. 

This,  with  the  exposure  they  were  forced  to  undergo 
during  the  terrible  winter  of  1864,  finished  these 
gallant  old  men  as  soldiers.  A part  were  taken  as 
prisoners  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  there  kept  for 
months.  Finally,  the  Federal  government  growing 
tired  of  guarding  and  feeding  them,  they  were  taken 
across  the  Ohio  River  and  turned  loose,  to  subsist  by 
their  own  labor,  with  the  injunction  that  if  they 
attempted  to  cross  the  Ohio  in  the  direction  of  home 
and  native  land  they  would  be  shot.  A number  of 
these  old  men  sleep  in  that  far-off  land,  away  from 
kindred  and  friends,  and  no  one  knows  of  their 
sepulchre.  They  were  sacrificed,  not  that  the  Union 
might  be  preserved,  but  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
men  who  had  lived  out  of  the  corncribs  and  smoke- 
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houses  of  these  men,  and  who  were  too  cowardly  to  go 
into  either  army. 

Captain  Waterhouse  was  a fine  physician,  living 
on  his  farm  near  Washington.  Lieutenant  Thoini- 
son  had  formerly  been  a Lieutenant  in  Captain  Dar- 
win’s company,  and  who  resigned  on  account  of  old 
age.  Lieutenant  R.  T.  Howard  was  a Baptist  min- 
ister, living  at  Washington,  and  who  had  been  a 
member  of  Captain  Colville’s  company,  and  Chap- 
lain of  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Regiment.  Lieu- 
tenant James  Johnson  first  entered  the  army  in  1861 
in  Captain  Crawford’s  company.  lie  became  Quar- 
termaster of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment. 
He  resigned  from  this  position  in  1862  and  again 
entered  the  army  in  Captain  Waterhouse’s  company. 
He  was  also  a Baptist  minister  and  a farmer. 

There  is  another  incident  connected  with  the  war 
in  Rhea  County  that  should  be  preserved.  In  1864, 
after  the  Rhea  County  soldiers  who  had  remained 
true  to  their  integrity  and  manhood  had  been  forced 
far  South  by  overwhelming  numbers,  the  following 
young  ladies  were  arrested  and  sent  under  guard  to 
Chattanooga : Misses  Mary  J.  McDonald,  Virginia 
Iloyal,  Kate  Hoyal,  Jane  Locke,  Annie  Gillespie, 
Martha  Early,  Tennessee  Thomison,  Sidney  McDon- 
ald, Louisa  McDonald,  Mollie  McDonald,  Ann 
Paine,  Caroline  McDonald,  Fannie  Allen,  Mag- 
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gie  Keith,  Sallie  Mitchell,  Rachel  Howell,  Mary 
A.  Crawford,  and  Mary  Keith.  They  were  arrested 
at  their  homes  and  taken  to  Smith’s  Cross  Roads, 
now  Dayton,  and  placed  in  charge  of  men  wearing 
Federal  uniforms;  were  then  taken  to  Bell’s  Land- 
ing and  placed  on  a filthy  old  steamboat  that  was 
being  used  for  army  purposes ; no  accommodations 
whatever  on  the  boat.  These  young  ladies  made  the 
trip  to  Chattanooga  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  on  their 
arrival  at  Chattanooga  were  marched  up  Market 
Street  through  mud  several  inches  deep,  and  kept 
closely  guarded  until  they  finally  got  a hearing  be- 
fore General  Steadman  and  his  Provost  Marshal, 
Captain  Bravton.  These  ladies  were  discharged  and 
allowed  to  make  their  way  back  home.  Just  what 
these  young  ladies  had  to  do  with  destroying  the 
Union  has  never  developed,  and  the  writer  never 
heard  of  the  promotion  of  the  “gallant  officer”  who 
performed  this  daring  feat  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Government. 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  Furnished  by  Rhea 
County  to  the  Confederate  Army. 

Colonel  James  W.  Gillespie. 

Colonel  Gillespie  commanded  the  Forty-Third 
Tennessee  Regiment  from  its  organization  in  1861 
to  the  surrender  of  the  regiment  in  May,  1865. 
Colonel  Gillespie  had  had  experience  as  a soldier 
previous  to  the  sixties,  having  led  a company  of 
Rhea  County  boys  to  Mexico  in  1846.  He  was  a 
native  of  Rhea  County,  and  was  married  in  1857 
to  Miss  Nannie  Brazelton,  of  Jefferson  County. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Tennessee  Legislature;  was  a strong  Union 
man  until  President  Lincoln  called  for  troops  to 
coerce  the  seceding  States.  He  then  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  South  and  tendered  his  services  to  Gov- 
ernor Harris,  who  at  once  appointed  him  Inspector 
General  on  his  Staff,  and  he  entered  at  once  on 
active  duty  in  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the 
Tennessee  troops.  In  October,  1861,  upon  the  ar- 
rival of  Captain  Cawood’s  company  from  Rhea 
County  at  Knoxville,  he  resigned  his  position  on 
Governor  Harris’  Staff  and  volunteered  as  a private 


COLONEL  JAMES  W.  GILLESPIE. 


IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  WAR . 57 

in  said  company,  and  at  the  organization . of  his 
regiment  was  elected  Colonel. 

A man  of  intelligence,  well  educated,  tall  and 
robust  in  figure,  he  was  an  ideal  commander,  brave 
in  battle,  careful  of  his  men.  He  was  about  forty- 
two  years  old  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  had  a 
good  estate,  was  a fine  physician;  in  fact,  no  nobler 
Southern  gentleman  ever  lived  than  Colonel  Gilles- 
pie. He  was  twice  wounded,  once  in  front  of  his 
regiment,  and  again  whilst  in  command  of  a brigade 
in  the  Valley  of  Virginia. 

The  writer  remembers  an  incident  that  occurred 
in  the  Vicksburg  campaign  that  illustrates  the  metal 
of  which  Colonel  Gillespie  was  made.  The  battle 
of  Baker’s  Creek  had  been  fought  and  lost  by 
General  Pemberton.  Stevenson’s  division  had  lost 
heavily,  yet  the  fourth  brigade  of  his  division,  com- 
posed of  four  Tennessee  regiments — Third,  Thirty- 
First,  Forty-Third,  and  Fifty-Ninth — commanded 
by  Lillard,  Bradford,  Gillespie,  and  Eakin,  was 
covering  the  retreat,  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
until  General  Pemberton  could  get  his  command 
across  the  Big  Black  River.  Colonel  Reynolds  was 
in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  for  some  reason 
ordered  the  brigade  to  move  in  a direction  that  no 
sober  man  would  have  thought  about  going,  and  a 
direction  that  meant  the  slaughter  and  capture  of 
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the  brigade.  Colonel  Gillespie  in  ringing  tones 
ordered  a halt,  and  being  the  senior  Colonel,  after 
a short  consultation  with  the  other  regimental  com- 
manders, took  command  of  the  brigade  and  saved 
it  to  the  Confederate  Army.  He  returned  to  Wash- 
ington after  the  close  of  the  war  and  died  there 
in  1874. 


Colonel  Onslow  Bean. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bean  was  a native  of  Rhea 
County,  a young  man  who  had  by  his  energy  and 
integrity  placed  himself  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
young  men  of  his  day.  He  was  a minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  but  was  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Washington,  preparing  himself 
for  his  life  work  as  a minister,  when  the  tocsin  of 
war  sounded. 

Colonel  Bean  entered  the  army  in  August,  1861, 
as  a Lieutenant  in  Captain  W.  T.  Gass’  company. 
At  the  organization  of  the  First  Tennessee  (Colonel 
Carter’s  First)  Cavalry,  Lieutenant  Bean  was  elected 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  He  was  an  eloquent  speaker, 
always  looked  on  the  bright  side  of  life,  and  was 
a born  soldier.  He  was  one  of  the  boys  in  camp, 
but  a hero  in  battle.  Colonel  Bean’s  command  was 
with  General  Early  in  the  campaign  of  1864  in  the 
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Valley  of  Virginia,  and  he  commanded  a brigade 
for  several  weeks  and  showed  so  much  skill  as  a 
commander  that  General  Early  said  of  him  “that 
he  wras  competent  to  command  a corps.” 

Colonel  Bean  was  killed  in  December,  1864,  in  a 
hand  to  hand  fight  with  the  enemy  in  the  streets 
of  Marion,  Virginia.  As  one  of  the  survivors  of  that 
bleak  December  night’s  battle,  I can  yet  recall  the 
last  words  of  encouragement  Colonel  Bean  gave  his 
men.  Of  the  many  noble  young  lives  that  were 
sacrificed  for  home  and  friends  during  that  heroic 
struggle,  none  more  noble  ever  wore  a sword  than 
the  genial,  warm-hearted  Colonel  Onslow  Bean.  The 
South  lost  more  froifi  the  sacrifice  of  men  like  Colo- 
nel Bean  than  all  the  property  destroyed  by  fire  and 
vandalism. 


Major  F.  J.  Paine. 

Major  F.  J.  Paine  was  a member  of  the  mercan- 
tile firm  of  Darwin,  Bean  & Co.,  at  Washington, 
Tennessee,  when  he  entered  the  army.  Every  mem- 
ber of  this  firm  was  a gallant  officer  in  the  Con- 
federate Army.  Captain  W.  P.  Darwin,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Onslow  Bean,  and  Major  F.  J.  Paine  com- 
posed the  firm. 

Major  Paine  entered  the  Confederate  Army  in 
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May,  1862,  as  First  Lieutenant  in  Captain  W.  P. 
Darwin’s  company,  at  the  organization  of  the  Six- 
teenth Battalion  of  Tennessee  Cavalry.  Lieutenant 
Paine  was  elected  Major  and  served  as  such  until 
the  surrender  in  May,  1865.  Major  Paine  was 
about  thirty-three  years  old  when  he  entered  the 
army,  tall  and  commanding  in  appearance,  intelli- 
gent, cool  and  courageous,  a man  of  strong  common 
sense,  and  could  at  a glance  select  his  ground  for 
action.  It  was  said  of  him  by  his  superior  officers 
that  his  quick  perception  and  stubborn  courage  made 
him  one  of  the  best  skirmish  fighters  in  General 
Early’s  army,  whilst  no  braver  man  ever  wore  a 
sword.  His  first  care  was  to  project  his  men,  and  he 
was  never  known  to  take  chances  of  sacrificing  them 
to  make  a reputaton  for  himself. 

After  receiving  his  parole,  Major  Paine  returned 
to  Rhea  County  in  May,  1865,  and  faced  the  Recon- 
struction period  that  tried  the  intelligent  Confed- 
erate soldier  as  he  had  not  been  by  four  years  of 
war.  Ostracized,  disfranchised,  not  allowed  to  sit 
on  juries,  bankrupted,  and  personal  violence  were 
some  of  the  conditions  confronting  the  Confederate 
soldier  in  Rhea  and  Meigs  counties  during  that 
period.  Major  Paine  met  all  these  conditions,  and 
as  soon  as  law  and  order  were  established,  took  his 
place  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county 
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and  held  it  until  his  death.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Amanda  Latham,  of  McMinn  County,  in  1867,  and 
died  at  Evensville,  Tennessee,  in  1893. 

Captain  James  Johnson. 

Captain  Johnson  entered  the  army  as  Sergeant 
in  Captain  Crawford’s  company.  At  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Twenty- Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  he 
was  appointed  Quartermaster  on  the  Staff  of  Colonel 
John  M.  Lillard.  He  resigned  in  1862  and  again 
enlisted  in  the  army  in  Captain  Waterhouse’s  com- 
pany. Captain  Johnson  died  near  Roddy,  in  Rhea 
County,  in  1894. 

Captain  Joseph  A.  Howell. 

Captain  Howell  left  Rhea  County  in  July,  1861, 
to  enter  the  Confederate  Army  as  a Lieutenant  in 
Captain  Crawford’s  company.  At  the  organization 
of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  he  was 
appointed  Adjutant  on  the  Staff  of  Colonel  John  M. 
Lillard,  serving  in  that  capacity  the  first  year  of 
the  war.  He  received  a severe  wound  at  the  battle 
of  Fort  Donaldson.  He  was  afterwards  appointed 
by  Colonel  Lillard  Captain  and  Assistant  Quarter- 
master for  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment.  Captain 
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Howell  was  a merchant  at  Smith’s  Cross  Roads,  now 
Dayton,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  He  moved 
to  Texas  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  died 
in  that  State  several  years  ago. 

Captain  A.  C.  Day. 

Captain  A.  C.  Day  entered  the  army  as  a private 
in  Captain  Cawood’s  company.  Colonel  James  W. 
Gillespie  appointed  him  Captain  and  Assistant 
Quartermaster  of  the  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment. Captain  Day  was  an  efficient  Quartermaster 
— one  of  the  best  in  the  Southern  Army.  He  was 
killed  in  a personal  difficulty  by  Lieutenant  Hopkins 
in  1864,  near  Lexington,  Virginia.  Captain  Day 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Rhea 
Springs,  Tennessee,  when  he  entered  the  army. 

$ 

Captain  George  W.  Allen. 

Captain  Allen  entered  the  army  May  2,  1861, 
going  from  Rhea  County  to  Decatur,  and  volunteered 
as  a private  in  Captain  N.  J.  Dillard’s  company  that 
left  Decatur  on  that  date.  He  served  as  a private 
soldier  the  first  year  of  the  war.  At  the  reorgani- 
zation of  his  company  he  was  elected  Lieutenant,  and 
in  November,  1862,  was  appointed  Captain  and 
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Assistant  Quartermaster  on  the  Staff  of  Colonel  N. 
J.  Lillard,  then  in  command  of  the  Third  Tennessee 
Regiment.  Captain  Allen  was  severely  wounded  at 
Morristown,  Tennessee,  in  1864,  and  died  several 
years  ago  from  the  effects  of  said  wound. 

Rev.  Gr.  W.  Callahan. 

Rev.  Gr.  W.  Callahan  entered  the  army  as  a private 
in  Captain  Darwin’s  company.  He  was  a Methodist 
minister,  belonging  to  the  Holston  Conference.  He 
was  a man  of  ability,  and  was  appointed  Chaplain 
of  the  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Battalion  on  the  Staff  of 
Colonel  John  R.  Heal,  and  made  an  efficient  officer, 
commanding  the  respect  of  the  battalion,  and  was 
known  as  “a  fighting  parson.”  Rev.  Callahan  is 
still  living,  and  a minister  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 


Rev.  R.  T.  Howard. 

Rev.  R.  T.  Howard  entered  the  army  as  a private 
in  Captain  Colville’s  company.  He  was  a Baptist 
minister  of  ability,  and  was  perhaps  as  well  known  in 
Rhea  County,  both  before  and  after  the  war,  as  any 
man  who  ever  resided  in  the  county.  He  was  ap- 
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pointed  Chaplain  of  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment at  its  organization  by  Colonel  Cummings,  and 
made  a reputation  as  a soldier.  lie  resigned  in 
1862,  and  again  entered  the  army  as  a Lieutenant 
in  Waterhouse’s  company.  He  died  in  1891. 


Adjutant  W.  G.  Allen. 

W.  G.  Allen  entered  the  army  as  a private  in 
Captain  Montgomery’s  company  from  Bradley 
County,  Tennessee.  At  the  organization  of  the  Fifth 
Tennessee  Regiment,  Captain  Montgomery  was 
elected  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Lieutenant  Beagles  be- 
came Captain  of  the  company,  and  W.  G.  Allen  was 
elected  Lieutenant  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  Adjutant  Sloan,  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee, 
was  severely  wounded  and  permanently  disabled  for 
active  duty.  Thereupon  Colonel  McKenzie  appointed 
Lieutenant  Allen  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  he 
served  as  such  until  the  surrender  at  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  April  29,  1865.  Adjutant  Allen  was 
wounded  four  times;  was  shot  through  the  lungs  at 
Chickamauga  and  left  on  the  field.  After  the  battle 
of  New  Hope  Church,  Adjutant  Allen  was  promoted 
to  Major  and  received  his  commission,  but  preferred 
to  serve  as  Adjutant  with  the  boys  with  whom  he 
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had  gone  through  so  many  hard  places.  He  is  still 
living,  and  resides  at  Dayton,  Tennessee. 

Captain  J.  E.  Crawford. 

J.  E.  Crawford  enlisted  as  a private  in  his  father’s 
company,  Captain  John  Crawford’s.  At  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Eegiment  he 
was  appointed  Quartermaster  Sergeant,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  after  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  when  he  became  Assistant  Quartermaster 
and  Ordnance  Officer  of  Johnson’s  battalion  of  artil- 
lery, and  served  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  is  still  living,  and  resides  at  Dayton,  Tennessee. 

Sergeant  Major  John  McPherson. 

Sergeant  Major  John  McPherson  entered  the 
army  as  a Sergeant  in  Captain  Leuty’s  company,  and 
was  appointed  Sergeant  Major  on  the  Staff  of  Colo- 
nel Carter,  serving  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  is  still  living,  and  resides  near  Sheffield,  Ehea 
County. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


MEIGS  COUNTY  COMPANIES. 

Captain  N.  J.  LillarcTs  Company. 

ORT  SUMTER  fell  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1861.  Isham  G.  Harris,  then  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  being 
called  upon  for  troops  to  coerce  the  seced- 
ing States,  replied,  refusing  to  make  the 
call.  The  Legislature  of  Tennessee  was 
convened  by  the  Governor  in  extraordinary  session 
and  Governor  Harris  said  in  his  message: 

“Whatever  line  of  policy  may  be  adopted  by  the 
people  of  the  State  as  to  its  relations  to  the  Federal 
Government,  I am  sure  that  the  swords  of  the  brave 
and  gallant  sons  of  Tennessee  will  never  be  drawn 
for  the  purpose  of  coercing,  subjugating,  or  holding 
as  a conquered  province  any  of  the  States  which  have 
declared  their  independence  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment.” 

The  State  authorities  at  once  commenced  the 
organization  of  the  provisional  army  of  Tennessee 
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for  defense  of  the  State.  One  of  the  first  companies 
in  the  State  to  respond  was  Captain  Lillard’s  com- 
pany, which  left  Decatur  for  Knoxville  May  2,  1861, 
with  the  following  commissioned  officers: 

1ST.  J.  Lillard,  Captain. 

I.  G.  Cross,  First  Lieutenant. 

D.  M.  Blevins,  Second  Lieutenant. 

B.  F.  Taylor,  Third  Lieutenant. 


The  company  roll  showed  the  following  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates: 


S.  R.  Baldwin,  First  Sergeant. 

H.  T.  Blevins,  Second  Sergeant. 
Boswell  Chambers,  Third  Sergeant. 
B.  F.  Lillard,  Fourth  Sergeant. 
Jesse  H.  Guinn,  First  Corporal. 

J.  C.  C.  Blevins,  Second  Corporal. 
W.  N.  King,  Third  Corporal. 

L.  R.  Blevins,  Fourth  Corporal. 


Privates  : 

M.  Airheart, 

G.  W.  Allen, 

T.  B.  Allen, 

V.  C.  Allen, 

G.  W.  Atchley, 
M.  L.  Atchley. 


A.  F.  Armstrong; 
T.  L.  Arnwine, 

T.  A.  Allen, 

J.  P.  Boggess, 

S.  M.  Boggess, 

L.  F.  Bean, 
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J.  B.  Blevins, 

J.  K.  P.  Blevins, 
J.  M.  Buckner, 
W.  A.  Buckner, 
Jno.  V.  Baugh, 
W.  B.  Goodwin, 
J.  H.  Graves, 

G.  W.  Guinn, 
Richard  Garner, 
W.  L.  Grigsby, 

E.  Gutiiman, 
Benj.  Hudson, 

H.  A.  Hass, 

J.  S.  Harwood, 
Joseph  Harwood, 

R.  Hackler, 

E.  L.  Hodge, 
Peter  Byrum, 

S.  M.  Cox, 

G.  W.  Cates, 

W.  M.  CoRRELL, 

J.  W.  Crain, 

J.  C.  Cowan, 

Wm.  Cr  an  field, 
Alex.  Cate, 

A.  B.  Davis, 

A.  A.  Edington, 


John  Frye, 

Beriah  Frazier, 

J.  V.  Guinn, 

John  II.  Guinn, 

L.  B.  Guinn, 

Thos.  J.  Latham, 

J.  S.  V.  Lillard, 

J.  M.  Lillard,  Jr., 
W.  C.  Lillard, 
James  A.  Love, 

W.  S.  Morgan, 

J.  N.  Moulton, 
Silas  Morgan, 

H.  L.  M.  Martin, 
William  Martin, 
G.  W.  Marshall, 

J.  P.  Marshall, 

M.  A.  Mosby, 

Joed.  Horrid, 
Abijah  Howard, 
Smith  Hutton, 

S.  H.  Howell, 
John  Howard, 

J.  H.  Kinser, 

John  A.  Key, 
James  Lamar, 

Amon  Lamar, 
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Jacob  Nance, 

Tyler  Nance, 
Henry  Nailor, 

J.  A.  Owens, 

Noah  Perry, 

J.  A.  Palmer, 
Joseph  Parks, 
James  Parks, 

J.  A.  Peace, 

A.  J.  Palmer, 
Caswell  Rinehart, 
Wm.  Richeson, 

Jno.  T.  Russell, 

T.  J.  Russell, 

Thos.  Riggins, 

J.  W.  Renoe, 

J.  M.  Runyan, 

J.  M.  Ramsey, 

W.  C.  Rogers, 
Gideon  Munsey, 

O.  Massengill, 

J.  C.  Moore, 

Wm.  Melton, 

J.  M.  Melton, 


Simon  McGinnis, 

F.  McCorkle, 

L.  McCorkle, 
Richard  Stewart, 

M.  B.  Stewart, 
Van  Stewart, 

E.  F.  Sharp, 

W.  A.  Smith, 

R.  D.  Snyder, 
Tyree  Spradling, 

J.  K.  P.  Slaughter, 
Wm.  Stephenson, 

R.  Swan, 

John  Taylor, 

John  Thomas, 
Ruben  Thomas, 

Ben  Thomas, 

John  Vickery, 
Andrew  Vincent, 
W.  J.  Vincent, 
Hugh  Vincent, 
John  W.  Vincent, 
0.  A.  Wright. 


Captain  Lillard’s  company  marched  to  Athens  and 
spent  the  night  at  the  “Old  Grubb  House,”  arriving 
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at  Knoxville  May  3,  1861,  over  the  old  East  Ten- 
nessee, Virginia,  and  Georgia  Railroad,  now  the 
Southern,  and  went  into  camp  near  the  city,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  the  same  day  for  twelve 
months.  Colonel  James  W.  Gillespie,  Inspector 
General  on  Governor  Harris’  Staff,  mustered  the 
company  as  a part  of  the  First  Tennessee  Regiment, 
East  Tennessee  Brigade,  nine  other  East  Tennessee 
companies  having  arrived  as  follows: 

Captain  Reese’s  company,  from  Knox  and  Jeffer- 
son counties. 

Captain  Wash.  Morgan’s,  from  Monroe  County. 

Captain  Douglas’,  from  Polk  County. 

Captain  Hannah’s,  from  Polk  County. 

Captain  McCamey’s,  from  Blount  County. 

Captain  Vaughn’s,  from  Monroe  County. 

Captain  Dill’s,  from  McMinn  County. 

Captain  Marr’s,  from  Monroe  County. 

Captain  Dillard’s,  from  Meigs  County. 

Captain  Matthews’,  from  Sullivan  County. 

These  ten  companies  were  organized  into  a regi- 
ment and  elected  John  C.  Vaughn,  of  Monroe 
County,  Colonel;  J.  J.  Reese,  of  Jefferson  County, 
Lieutenant  Colonel;  and  Wash. , Morgan,  of  Monroe 
County,  Major.  The  Meigs  County  company  be- 
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came  Company  “I”  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant 
I.  G.  Cross  was  appointed  Adjutant,  and  Reverend 
Beriah  Frazier,  of  Company  “I,”  was  appointed 
Chaplain. 

The  regiment  left  Knoxville  for  Virginia  after 
military  league  had  been  formed  with  Confederate 
authorities,  and  on  June  2,  1861,  was  mustered  into 
the  Confederate  States’  service  at  Lynchburg,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  6th  day  of  June,  1861,  as  the  Third 
Tennessee  Regiment,  Turney’s  being  the  First  and 
Maney’s  the  Second.  These  regiments  were  organ- 
ized as  a part  of  the  provisional  army  of  Tennessee, 
before  the  ordinance  of  secession  had  been  ratified 
by  the  people  at  the  ballot-box.  Afterwards  John 
C.  Brown,  who  subsequent  to  the  war  served  two 
terms  as  Governor,  organized  another  Third  Tennes- 
see Regiment,  which  was  known  as  “Brown’s  Third 
Tennessee.” 

Captain  Lillard’s  company  was  first  under  fire  at 
New  Creek  Bridge,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1861,  where 
the  company  captured  a small  brass  cannon.  This 
trophy  was  given  to  the  Meigs  County  boys  by  Colo- 
nel Vaughn,  but  it  was  lost  in  the  river  before 
they  got  back  to  Winchester.  The  Third  Tennessee 
Regiment  received  its  baptism  of  fire  in  a regular 
engagement  at  the  first  battle  of  Manassas,  July  21, 
1861.  The  brigade,  composed  of  three  regiments — 
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Third  Tennessee,  First  Maryland,  and  Tenth  Vir- 
ginia— was  hurried  from  Winchester  to  reenforce 
General  Beauregard,  Colonel  Elzy,  of  the  First 
Maryland,  in  command.  General  Kirby  Smith  met 
the  brigade  on  arrival  of  the  train  and  took  com- 
mand. General  Smith,  knowing  the  desperate  situ- 
ation of  the  Confederates,  hurried  the  command  at 
a double  quick  for  five  miles  in  a broiling  sun  within 
an  hour,  and  struck  the  enemy  on  the  left  and  rear 
of  General  T.  J.  Jackson’s  brigade,  and,  without 
halting,  General  Smith  ordered  a charge  and  broke 
the  enemy’s  lines. 

President  Davis,  in  a message  sent  the  next  day 
to  Richmond,  said : “Indeed,  we  were  saved  from 
defeat  only  by  the  promptness  of  General  E.  Kirby 
Smith,  who,  acting  without  orders,  and  moving  by 
a change  of  direction,  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
battlefield  in  time  to  avert  a disaster.” 

The  dust  cloud  raised  by  the  brigade,  and  the 
“rebel  yell,”  as  they  wheeled  into  line  and  started 
on  the  charge  without  halting,  helped  to  impress  on 
the  Federals  that  heavy  reinforcements  had  arrived. 
General  Smith  was  severely  wounded  in  the  charge 
and  Colonel  Elzy  at  once  assumed  command  of  the 
brigade,  and  when  the  Federal  lines  gave  way  and 
the  route  began,  the  Tennessee  boys  forgot  the  hard- 
ships of  the  day  and  pursued  the  flying  Federals 
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until  darkness  put  a stop  to  the  foot-race.  Barrel 
after  barrel  of  handcuffs  were  captured.  Just  what 
General  McDowell  intended  to  use  these  for  is  hard 
to  tell,  as  no  explanation  of  this  unusual  equipment 
for  an  army  has  ever  appeared.  The  Third  Ten- 
nessee Regiment  did  picket  duty  along  the  Poto- 
mac River  for  several  months  after  the  battle  of 
Manassas. 

In  February,  1862,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
East  Tennessee,  and  whilst  on  a march  in  Brimstone 
Valley,  Scott  County,  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  B.  F. 
Taylor,  of  Company  “I,”  was  killed — assassinated 
by  a coward  known  in  the  sixties  as  “bushwhackers.” 

The  regiment  was  at  Big  Creek  Gap  (now  the  city 
of  Lafollette)  when  its  term  of  service  expired.  The 
men  reenlisted  almost  to  a man.  At  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  regiment,  J.  C.  Vaughn  was  reelected 
Colonel ; N.  J.  Lillard,  of  Meigs  County,  was  elected 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  D.  C.  Haskins,  of  Polk 
County,  was  elected  Major.  D.  M.  Blevins,  of  Com- 
pany “I,”  was  made  Adjutant  of  the  regiment.  Dr. 
A.  C.  Blevins,  who  had  been  a Lieutenant  in  Cap- 
tain Crawford’s  company  from  Rhea  County,  was 
appointed  Surgeon  of  the  regiment  by  Colonel 
Vaughn. 

At  the  reorganization  of  Company  “I,”  the  Meigs 
County  company,  the  following  commissioned  offi- 
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cers  were  elected : 1.  G.  Cross,  Captain ; J . M. 

Buckner,  First  Lieutenant;  EL  T.  Blevins,  Second 
Lieutenant;  G.  W.  Allen,  Third  Lieutenant. 

On  the  6th  day  of  August,  1862,  the  Third  Ten- 
nessee Regiment,  on  the  hill  east  of  Tazewell,  Ten- 
nessee, met  General  DeCoursey’s  brigade — four  reg- 
iments and  a battery  of  artillery — and  defeated  them 
in  an  open  field  engagement.  The  regiment  suffered 
severely  in  the  loss  of  some  of  its  best  officers  and 
bravest  men.  Captain  I.  G.  Cross,  of  the  Meigs 
County  company,  was  killed.  Company  “I”  lost 
four  men,  killed  on  the  field,  besides  her  gallant 
Captain.  After  this  engagement  the  regiment  fol- 
lowed the  Federals  to  Cumberland  Gap  and  assisted 
in  the  siege  of  that  stronghold  until  General  Morgan 
escaped  up  the  mountain. 

The  Third  Tennessee  Regiment  followed  General 
E.  Kirby  Smith  through  Bragg’s  campaign  in  Ken- 
tucky. On  September  22,  1862,  a little  more  than 
a month  after  the  battle  of  Tazewell,  Colonel 
Vaughn  was  made  a Brigadier  General,  and  X.  J. 
Lillard  became  Colonel  of  the  Third  Tennessee 
Regiment,  and  commanded  it  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  Captain  Jo  Boyd,  of  Monroe  County,*  became 
Major  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Buckner 
became  Captain  of  Company  “I”  after  the  death  of 
Captain  Cross,  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Allen  was  pro- 
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moted  to  Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  on 
the  Staff  of  Colonel  Lillard,  and  B.  F.  Lillard  and 
W.  A.  Buckner  were  elected  Lieutenants,  and  served 
as  such  until  the  surrender  in  1865. 

I11  December,  1862,  the  Third  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  campaign  around  Vicks- 
burg previous  to  the  “siege,”  and  took  an  active  part 
in  that,  the  greatest  siege  of  the  Civil  War,  losing 
heavily  from  the  balls  of  the  enemy,  but  more  from 
disease,  superinduced  by  exposure  in  the  ditches, 
want  of  rations,  and  impure  water  they  were  forced 
to  drink.  After  forty-seven  days  of  heroic  struggle, 
hunger  and  disease  did  for  the  Vicksburg  garrison 
what  General  Grant  with  his  100,000  men  had  failed 
to  accomplish — forced  a surrender. 

The  Third  Tennessee  Regiment  entered  the  cam- 
paign in  March,  1863,  with  970  men,  and  surren- 
dered July  4,  1863,  with  558  men.  Three  days  be- 
fore the  surrender,  General  Pemberton  sent  to  his 
subordinate  officers  a confidential  inquiry  as  to  the 
condition  of  their  men,  and  the  advisability  of  an 
attempt  to  force  their  way  through  General  Grant’s 
lines.  The  men  had  then  been  subsisting  for  days 
on  clay  peas  and  the  poorest  kind  of  mule  meat. 
General  Reynolds,  commanding  the  fourth  brigade 
of  General  Stevenson’s  division,  composed  of  four 
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East  Tennessee  Regiments — the  Third,  Thirty-First, 
Forty-Third,  and  Fifty-Ninth — replied  to  this  con- 
fidential inquiry  as  follows: 

“That  owing  to  the  reduced  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  rations  on  which  my  men  have  subsisted  for 
more  than  six  weeks,  to  their  close  confinement  in 
the  trenches,  constant  exposure  to  the  intense  heat 
of  the  sun  and  frequent  rains,  and  to  impure  water 
they  are  obliged  to  drink,  they  are  much  reduced  in 
strength,  and  in  many  instances  entirely  prostrated. 
It  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  most  of  them 
to  make  a forced  march  of  any  distance.  Many  of 
my  men  are  in  the  hospital,  and  many  of  those  re- 
ported for  duty  in  the  trenches  are  extremely  weak, 
and  unable  to  undergo  the  slightest  fatigue.  Per- 
haps, on  an  average,  two  hundred  men  from  each 
of  my  regiments,  animated  by  patriotic  motives  and 
a desire  to  be  free,  might  be  able  to  make  a march 
of  ten  or  fifteen  miles  and  still  be  in  a condition  to 
give  battle  to  the  enemy,  but  hardly  more  than  that 
number.  * * * 

“I  regret  to  say  that  two-thirds  of  my  men  are 
unable  to  endure  a march  of  ten  miles. 

“A.  W.  Reynolds,  Colonel , 

“ Comdg . Fourth  Brigade  ” 

This  report  of  General  Reynolds  is  copied  from 
page  349  of  Series  1,  Yol.  24,  of  the  Official  Records 


IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  WAR. 


77 


of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  published  by 
authority  of  an  Act  of  Congress,  and  is  copied  here 
to  show  why  General  Pemberton  surrendered  his 
army,  instead  of  trying  to  force  his  way  through 
Grant’s  lines.  What  was  true  of  one  brigade  was 
true  of  all  the  others  under  Pemberton’s  command 
at  that  time. 

Major  Boyd,  Captain  Gaddis,  and  Lieutenant 
Codey  fell  during  the  siege. 

After  the  surrender  the  regiment  was  paroled,  and 
later  went  into  parole  camp  at  Decatur,  Georgia. 
An  exchange  was  effected  about  the  1st  of  October, 
1863.  Then  the  regiment  went  to  Knoxville  with 
Longstreet  and  took  part  in  the  engagement  at 
Bean’s  Station.  Soon  after  this  the  regiment  was 
mounted  and  served  as  mounted  infantry,  surrender- 
ing, however,  as  cavalry.  After  procuring  horses  the 
regiment  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Morristown, 
Bull’s  Gap,  Greeneville,  Duvalt’s  Ford,  Piedmont, 
Marion,  and  engagements  in  the  Valiev  of  Virginia 
in  Early’s  campaign  in  the  summer  of  1864. 

The  Third  Tennessee  was  at  Christiansburg,  Vir- 
ginia, when  news  of  Lee’s  surrender  at  Appomattox 
reached  us.  General  Preston,  in  command  of  the 
forces  in  Southwest  Virginia,  decided  to  surrender, 
or  rather  disband,  and  allow  his  troops  to  make  their 
way  home.  The  infantry  and  dismounted  cavalry 
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were  left  at  that  point,  and  Generals  Vaughn  and 
Duke,  with  the  mounted  men,  started  across  the 
mountains  to  North  Carolina,  hoping  to  reach  Gen- 
eral Johnston’s  army.  The  Third  Tennessee  reached 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  on  the  22d  day  of  April, 
1865.  At  that  point  the  command  met  President 
Davis  and  his  Cabinet.  Vaughn’s  and  Duke’s  brig- 
ades were  joined  by  a part  of  Dibrell’s  command, 
and  went  with  President  Davis  and  his  Cabinet,  act- 
ing as  an  escort  for  them,  and  guarding  what  was 
left  in  the  Confederate  Treasury. 

We  arrived  at  Washington,  Georgia,  on  the  4th 
day  of  May,  and  President  Davis  there  decided  to 
abandon  any  further  effort  to  go  to  the  Trans-Miss- 
issippi Department,  and  advised  a surrender  of  the 
troops  that  had  loyally  followed  him  after  the  sur- 
render of  General  Johnston.  The  Confederate 
Treasury  was  emptied  and  the  funds  divided 
amongst  the  soldiers,  each  man  receiving  $28.25, 
officers  and  men  receiving  the  same  amount. 

President  Davis  and  family  left  us  at  Washington 
and  were  soon  afterwards  captured. 

General  Vaughn  went  to  Augusta  and  arranged 
terms  of  surrender,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  May, 
1865,  Company  “F’  was  paroled  at  Washington, 
Georgia,  and  started  for  home  on  the  9th  day  of 
May,  arriving  at  Decatur  the  14th  of  May,  1865 — 
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four  years  and  thirteen  days  from  the  time  they  left 
home. 

There  were  seven  members  of  this  company  from 
Rhea  County:  J.  A.  Love,  J.  V.  Guinn,  John  A. 
Key,  G.  W.  Allen,  Joseph  Parks,  T.  A.  Allen,  and 
V.  C.  Allen.  The  writer  is  the  only  one  of  the  seven 
now  living. 

Captain  I.  G.  Cross,  who  was  the  sheriff  of  Meigs 
County  when  he  entered  the  army ; Orderly  Sergeant 
S.  R.  Baldwin,  who  was  the  county  register;  J.  T. 
Russell,  who  was  county  court  clerk,  and  Frank 
McCorkle,  who  was  clerk  and  master,  were  members 
of  the  company. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Lillard  was  severely  wounded 
at  Duv  alt’s  Ford,  on  the  Watauga  River,  in  1864, 
and  was  hauled  in  an  ambulance  to  Bristol  before 
his  wound  was  dressed,  but  the  will  power  of  this 
model  soldier  pulled  him  through,  and  he  was  in  a 
few  months  back  with  his  command  again.  He  died 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  several  years  ago. 

J.  C.  Moore  served  twelve  months  in  Company 
“I”  and  then  entered  Captain  Sanduskey’s  company, 
and  was  a Lieutenant  in  that  company.  E.  F.  Sharp 
was  transferred  to  Captain  Boggess’  company  in  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  became  a 
Lieutenant  in  that  company. 


80 


RHEA.  AND  MEIGS  COUNTIES 


J.  M.  Buckner,  a stalwart,  brave  boy,  who  com- 
manded the  company  after  Captain  Cross  was  killed, 
was  captured  in  a skirmish  at  Greeneville,  Tennes- 
see. General  Vaughn  arrived  on  the  ground  in  a 
few  minutes  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade  and  at 
once  gave  his  usual  order,  “Charge,”  and  with  hat 
in  hand  led  the  charge.  The  Federal  lines  were 
broken  and  they  beat  a hasty  retreat,  taking  Buckner 
with  them.  He  attempted  to  fall  out  of  their  line, 
but  a Federal  soldier,  who  seemed  to  have  him  in 
charge,  was  carrying  a flag.  With  the  flagpole  he 
beat  Buckner  over  the  head  and  punched  him  with 
the  sharp  end  of  the  pole  until  some  of  our  boys 
relieved  the  situation  by  sending  a bullet  through 
the  “puncher,”  and  Buckner  was  recaptured.  But 
it  was  several  weeks  before  he  recovered  from  the 
bruises  inflicted  on  him  with  the  flagpole. 

Captain  N.  J.  Lillard  was  a merchant  at  Decatur 
when  he  entered  the  army.  Lieutenant  I.  G.  Cross, 
as  before  stated,  was  the  sheriff  of  Meigs  County 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Lieutenant  D.  M. 
Blevins  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Decatur.  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Taylor  was  a school- 
teacher, and  resided  with  his  father,  five  miles  west 
of  Decatur. 
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Captain  A.  F.  Boggess’  Company. 

The  second  company  from  Meigs  County  for  the 
defense  of  the  South  was  organized  about  June  1, 
1861,  at  Decatur,  Tennessee,  and  elected  the  follow- 
ing representative  men  of  the  county  as  its  commis- 
sioned officers : 


A.  F.  Boggess,  Captain. 

Jno.  M.  Lillard,  First  Lieutenant. 

Lea  Neil,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Tom  Bowlin,  Third  Lieutenant. 

No  official  roll  of  this  company  could  be  found. 
The  following  roll  was  furnished  by  members  of  the 
company,  and  is  believed  to  be  correct  as  to  names 
here  given.  No  doubt  some  brave  men’s  names  have 
been  left  off  of  this  roll. 


Henry  Andes, 
Daniel  Atchley, 
Noah  Atchley, 
Pryor  Atchley, 
Samuel  Blythe, 
W.  M.  Bedsoll, 
Thomas  Ball, 
John  Bryan, 
Francis  Bishop, 


Alfred  Blackwell, 
James  Barr, 

J.  M.  Blankenship, 
Frank  Blaylock, 

C.  Baker, 

Hardin  Blevins, 
Samuel  Blevins, 
John  Couch, 

James  Conduff, 
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S.  CoFER, 

Sam  Duckworth, 
John  Durham, 

J.  B.  Daniel, 

W.  Deatheridge, 
N.  Deatheridge, 
Wm.  Deatheridge, 

G.  W.  Dugger, 
John  DeWitt, 
Elisha  Ellison, 

J.  Fooshee, 

Frank  Gallant, 
John  Griffin, 
Thomas  Gaut, 
Columbus  Gibson, 
C.  Guffey, 

James  Gibson, 
James  Gross, 
Cleve  Munsey, 

C.  C.  Mathews, 

C.  Carter, 

Wm.  Collins, 
Jerry  Holloman, 

H.  Hood, 

Wesley  Hood, 

T.  A.  Hines, 

Thos.  Hawkins, 


T.  J.  Hornsby, 

L.  Hannon, 

James  Hardin, 
Frank  Hoyal, 
Marion  Hornsby, 
Shade  Johnson, 
Henry  Johnson, 
Dick  Johnson, 
Jerry  Keylon, 

H.  Kitchem, 

Silas  Latham, 
Henry  Lankford, 
Andy  Leith, 

Jeff  Looney, 
Jesse  Loveless, 

T.  Martin, 
Samuel  Porter, 
Joe  Richards, 
Wm.  Richards, 

T.  P.  Sharp, 
Samuel  Sligor, 
Francis  Stewart, 
Wm.  Shipley, 

M.  Turk, 

Tip  Thompson, 

C.  Vaughn, 
Charles  McCall, 
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Wm.  McCall, 

C.  McCorkle, 

Polk  McCallen, 
John  McCallen, 
Newt  McCallen, 
Jno.  McClanahan, 
Tom  McClanahan, 
T.  B.  Neil, 

Polk  Neal, 

James  Nelson, 

I.  H.  Odom, 

Wm.  Poplin, 

Polk  Peak, 

T.  J.  Peak, 

Jehu  Poplin, 
Calvin  Pike, 


Tom  Pierson, 
Dudley  Jolly, 
Samuel  Jolly, 
Thos.  Johnson, 
S.  J.  Martin, 
Jas.  Patterson, 
J.  G.  Redmond, 
E.  F.  Sharp, 
Adam  Sligor, 

H.  Sails, 
Charley  Smith, 
Dick  Stockton, 
Jerry  Taylor, 
Hugh  Tillery, 
Mart  Ward. 


This  was  an  infantry  company.  It  left  Decatur 
for  Knoxville  June  12,  1861,  and  on  its  arrival  there 
was  at  once  mustered  into  service  for  the  period  of 
twelve  months.  A few  weeks  later  the  Twenty-Sixth 
Tennessee  Regiment  was  organized.  Lieutenant 
John  M.  Lillard,  of  Captain  Boggess’  company,  was 
elected  Colonel;  J.  J.  Odell,  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
and  Thomas  M.  McConnell,  now  the  honored  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Third  Chancery  Division  of  Tennessee, 
Major.  The  Meigs  County  company  became  Com- 
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pany  “A”  of  the  regiment.  The  promotion  of  Lieu- 
tenant Lillard  to  Colonel  of  the  regiment  created  a 
vacancy  in  commissioned  officers  of  the  company,  and 
Franklin  Hoyal  was  elected  Lieutenant. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  from  Knoxville  to 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  where  it  was  engaged  for 
several  months  in  erecting  breastworks  that  were 
never  used.  The  Twenty-Sixth  went  from  Bowling 
Green  to  Russellville,  Kentucky,  and  from  that  point 
to  L'ort  Donelson,  where  it  fought  against  a largely 
superior  force  for  two  days  in  February,  1862,  in 
a biting  snowstorm.  The  regiment  became  prisoners 
of  war  upon  the  surrender  of  General  Buckner,  and 
was  sent  North  to  prison.  The  regiment  lost  heavily 
in  killed  and  wounded  during  the  two  days’  fighting 
at  Donelson,  and  a number  died  in  prison.  They 
were  exchanged  in  the  summer  of  1862,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  they  were  again  at  Knoxville, 
where  the  men  reenlisted  for  the  war  and  a reorgani- 
zation of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  was  had. 
Colonel  John  M.  Lillard  was  reelected  Colonel,  J. 
L.  Bottles,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  R.  S.  Saffles, 
Major,  at  the  reorganization  of  Company  “A.” 

Captain  A.  F.  Boggess  was  reelected  Captain ; Lea 
N eil,  First  Lieutenant;  Tom  Bowlin,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Newton  McCallen,  Third  Lieutenant. 
After  the  death  of  Colonel  Lillard,  Captain  Boggess 
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was  promoted,  and  E.  F.  Sharp  was  elected  a Lieu- 
tenant and  served  as  such  until  the  surrender. 

When  the  Confederate  lines  were  reformed  after 
the  Kentucky  campaign,  the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee 
Regiment  was  ordered  to  Murfreesboro,  and  was 
attached  to  General  John  0.  Brown’s  brigade,  thus 
becoming  a part  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  as  it  was 
then  called.  The  regiment  was  in  the  four  days’ 
fight  at  Murfreesboro,  and  was  in  the  charge  that 
Breckinridge’s  division  made  on  “Cedar  Thicket,” 
which  equalled  in  daring  and  loss  of  men  Pickett’s 
famous  charge  at  Gettysburg.  The  Meigs  County 
company  had  sixty-four  men  engaged,  and  lost  thirty- 
three  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

The  regiment  was  next  engaged  in  a regular  battle 
at  Chickamauga,  and  on  Saturday  evening  of  that 
terrific  carnage  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  take  a 
certain  position  in  front  of  Cheatham’s  division. 
The  order  was  executed,  but  at  a terrible  sacrifice. 
The  men  were  literally  mowed  down.  Colonel  Lil- 
lard  was  among  the  killed  on  that  charge.  The  regi- 
ment was  in  every  engagement  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee fought  from  Chickamauga  to  Bentonville, 
North  Carolina,  and  perhaps  lost  as  many  men, 
killed  on  the  field,  as  any  Tennessee  regiment  in  the 
Confederate  service. 
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The  regiment  had  four  field  officers  killed — Lil- 
lard  at  Chickamauga,  Bottles  in  upper  East  Tennes- 
see, Boggess  and  Saffles  at  Bentonville,  North  Caro- 
lina. The  regiment  surrendered  with  the  remnant 
of  General  Joe  Johnston’s  army,  in  April,  1865. 

Captain  A.  F.  Boggess,  who  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  was  a farmer,  living  in  Ten  Mile  Valley, 
where  his  son,  E.  S.  Boggess,  now  resides. 

Lieutenant  John  M.  Lillard,  who  was  twice  elected 
Colonel  of  his  regiment,  was  a lawyer  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  resided  four  miles  south 
of  Decatur,  on  the  farm  where  J.  B.  Neil  now  lives. 

Lieutenant  Lea  Neil  was  a farmer,  residing  on  the 
Pryor  Neil  farm  five  miles  north  of  Decatur.  Lieu- 
tenant Tom  Bowlin  was  a clerk  in  Colonel  W.  C. 
Peak’s  store  at  Pin  Hook  when  he  entered  the  army. 

Captain  G.  W.  McKenzie’s  Company. 

The  third  company  from  Meigs  County  to  enter 
the  Confederate  Army  was  a cavalry  company, 
which  was  organized  at  Decatur,  Tennessee,  in  July 
by  electing  as  their  commissioned  officers  the  follow- 
ing well-known  citizens:  . 

Geo.  W.  McKenzie,  Captain. 

W.  O.  Martin,  First  Lieutenant. 

D.  C.  Blevins,  Second  Lieutenant. 

W.  W.  Lillard,  Third  Lieutenant. 
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No  official  roll  of  this  company  could  be  procured. 
A partial  roll  of  the  company  has  been  furnished 
the  writer  by  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Blevins.  Of  course 
many  names  are  omitted,  as  memory  is  treacherous 
after  more  than  forty  years  have  passed  since  the 
last  roll  call  of  this  company.  The  following  is  a 
partial  list  of  the  company: 


M.  V.  Armstrong., 
Joshua  Atchley, 
W.  B.  Blevins, 

O.  H.  Blevins, 

S.  H.  Blevins, 

R.  E.  L.  Blevins, 

A.  H.  Blevins, 

B.  K.  Blevins, 

J.  D.  Blevins, 

J.  A.  Cowan, 

John  Cowan, 

John  F.  Cooley, 

T.  A.  Davis, 

P.  A.  Davis, 

H.  C.  Duncan, 

0.  W.  Elder, 
Kimball  Edgeman, 
W.  O.  Falls, 

James  Ford, 


E.  N.  Gregory, 

J.  F.  Guinn, 

A.  J.  Guinn, 
Thos.  Hoover, 

R.  S.  Holt, 

James  Holt, 

P.  E.  Hunter, 
Martin  Isley, 

J.  W.  Jolly, 

R.  A.  Jones, 

L.  M.  King, 
Joseph  Dolen, 
Wm.  Davis, 

John  N.  Davis, 
Marshall  Lewis, 
John  Lewis, 
James  Lewis, 

J.  E.  Lillard, 
Wm.  Lawson, 
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Francis  Lever, 

J.  D.  Owen,  . 

A.  J.  Lawson, 

Newt  Sligor, 

John  Lowe, 

J.  A.  Shipley, 

John  H.  Martin, 

J.  EL  Smith, 

James  Martin, 

Hugh  Spradeing, 

Sam  Martin, 

J.  H.  Shipley, 

G.  W.  Mileigan, 

Wyatt  Sligor, 

Jas.  Massengile, 

James  Taylor, 

G.  M.  McKenzie, 

Richard  Taylor, 

F.  M.  McCorkle, 

Wm.  Tillery, 

J.  L.  Ward, 

Hugh  Tillery, 

Thomas  Woods, 

E.  G.  McKenzie, 

John  Wileiams, 

A.  B.  McKenzie, 

Thos.  McCamliss, 

John  Ward, 

W.  R.  Neil, 

I.  T.  Whitesides, 

J.  P.  Neil, 

Robert  Williams 

J.  B.  Nance, 

Joseph  Zeigler. 

Captain  McKenzie’s  company  left  Decatur  on  t 

24th  day  of  July,  1861,  with  more  than  one  hundred 
men,  and  marched  to  Knoxville  and  thence  to  the 
Cumberland  Mountains.  Several  members  of  the 
company  were  from  McMinn  County.  The  company 
first  became  a part  of  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry. 
Several  companies  of  this  regiment,  in  the  fall  of 
1861,  lost  their  horses  and  wTent  to  infantry,  thus 
disbanding  the  regiment.  Afterwards,  in  the  spring 
of  1862,  McKenzie’s  company  was  attached  to  the 
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Second  Tennessee  Cavalry.  Later  this  organization 
was  disbanded  and  a reorganization  of  the  cavalry  in 
East  Tennessee  was  had,  and  McKenzie’s  company 
became  a part  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

The  company  did  duty  in  Kentucky  and  along  the 
Cumberland  Mountains  for  several  months  after  it 
entered  the  service,  and  as  before  stated,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1862  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry  was 
organized,  and  Captain  McKenzie’s  company  became 
a part  of  that  regiment.  At  the  organization  of  this 
regiment,  Captain  G.  W.  McKenzie  was  elected 
Colonel;  J.  G.  M.  Montgomery,  of  Cleveland,  Ten- 
nessee, was  elected  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  J.  H. 
Blackburn,  of  Hamilton  County,  was  elected  Major. 
James  Martin,  of  the  Meigs  County  company,  was 
appointed  Captain  and  Commissary  of  the  regiment, 
and  the  Meigs  County  company  then  in  this  regiment 
became  Company  “C”  of  the  regiment.  Captain 
Lillard’s  company,  also  from  Meigs  County,  was 
later  attached  to  the  regiment,  and  became  Company 
“I”  of  the  regiment. 

At  the  reorganization  of  Company  “C,”  Lieuten- 
ant W.  O.  Martin  was  elected  Captain;  D.  0.  Blev- 
ins, First  Lieutenant ; E.  G.  McKenzie,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  J.  D.  Blevins,  Third  Lieutenant. 
Lieutenant  R.  A.  Sloan,  the  Adjutant  of  the  regi- 
ment, having  been  severely  wounded  and  permanently 
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disabled  from  active  service,  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Allen, 
of  Rhea  County,  was  appointed  Adjutant.  Captain 
Martin  was  severely  wounded  in  an  engagement  near 
Big  Creek  Gap,  in  November,  1862,  and  was  forced 
to  retire  from  the  service.  Upon  Captain  Martin’s 
resignation,  Lieutenant  D.  C.  Blevins  became  Cap- 
tain of  Company  “C,”  and  commanded  it  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  in  the  fight  with 
Kilpatrick  near  Jonesboro,  Georgia. 

The  Fifth  Tennessee  Begiment  did  hard  service 
with  Scott’s  and  Allston’s  brigades,  in  their  cam- 
paigns in  Kentucky,  previous  to  Bragg’s  invasion 
into  that  State,  and  was  with  General  Bragg,  or 
rather  in  front  of  his  command,  as  he  entered  that 
State,  skirmishing  daily  with  the  retreating  Federals. 
It  was  at  Perryville,  in  that  hard-fought  battle,  and 
on  Bragg’s  retreat  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry  was 
in  the  saddle  day  and  night  fighting  back  the  Fed- 
eral advance  and  protecting  Bragg’s  rear.  After  the 
evacuation  of  Kentucky  by  General  Bragg,  the  Fifth 
Tennessee  was  left  to  assist  in  guarding  mountain 
passes  along  the  Cumberland  Range  and  raiding 
across  the  mountains  into  Kentucky,  and  had  sev- 
eral hotly  contested  engagements  with  Federal  cav- 
alry. When  the  evacuation  of  East  Tennessee  was 
decided  upon,  previous  to  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
the  Fifth  Tennessee  was  again  called  upon  to  assist 
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in  covering  the  retreat,  skirmishing  daily  with  the 
enemy’s  advance.  This  regiment  fought  the  Federals 
at  Loudon,  Tennessee,  until  the  railroad  bridge  at 
that  point  wras  destroyed. 

The  Fifth  Tennessee  Regiment  took  an  active  part 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  losing  heavily  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  September  19,  1863,  in  the  capture 
of  a Federal  battery.  After  this  engagement  the 
regiment  became  a part  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
and  was  attached  to  General  Terry’s  brigade  of 
Hume’s  division,  and  was  engaged  at  Tunnel  Hill 
and  Reseca,  and  at  Hew  Hope  Church  the  regiment 
lost  143  men,  having  dismounted  and  were  fighting 
on  foot.  Colonel  Wheeler,  of  Middle  Tennessee,  who 
was  in  command  of  the  brigade,  had  three  horses 
killed  under  him.  The  boys  were  at  Marietta,  At- 
lanta, and,  in  fact,  all  the  battles  the  Army  of 
Tennessee  engaged  in  from  Chickamauga  to  Benton- 
ville,  North  Carolina. 

After  the  Confederate  Army  had  fallen  back  to 
Atlanta,  General  Sherman  ordered  his  cavalry  to 
surround  the  city  and  cut  off  Hood’s  supplies,  Gen- 
eral McCook  going  on  one  side  and  General  Kil- 
patrick on  the  other,  expecting  to  meet  at  Jonesboro. 
General  Wheeler  ordered  Ashby,  with  part  of  Hume’s 
division,  in  one  direction  to  meet  this  raid,  and 
Terry,  with  the  Eighth  and  Eleventh  Texas  and  the 
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Fifth  and  Ninth  Tennessee,  to  meet  the  other  raiding 
party.  Terry  met  Kilpatrick  and  defeated  him  in 
a hot  battle,  and  captured  the  most  of  Kilpatrick’s 
command.  The  Fifth  Tennessee  had  dismounted 
and  were  fighting  on  foot.  Colonel  James  P.  Brown- 
low,  commanding  the  First  Tennessee  Federal  Cav- 
alry, made  a dash  for  the  horses,  but  the  Fifth  Ten- 
nessee, by  a flank  movement,  charged  Brownlow’s 
command  and  not  only  saved  their  horses,  but  cap- 
tured a number  of  Brownlow’s  men.  They  then 
mounted  and  pursued  Colonel  Brownlow  to  the 
Chattahoochee  River.  Here  they  got  the  Colonel’s 
clothes,  he  having  disrobed  and  swum  the  river  to 
make  his  escape. 

The  Fifth  Tennessee  Regiment  was  with  General 
Wheeler  in  the  raid  he  made  after  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  to  the  rear  of  the  Federal  Army  at 
Chattanooga,  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  at  Cot- 
tonport,  and  across  the  mountains  to  Middle  Ten- 
nessee, fighting  almost  daily  for  more  than  thirty 
days,  inside  the  enemy’s  lines,  without  forage  or 
rations,  and  being  forced  to  subsist  on  a country  that 
had  been  stripped  of  everything  the  Federal  forage 
gatherers  could  get  their  hands  upon. 

General  Forrest,  after  having  been  with  the  Fifth 
Tennessee  in  several  battles,  remarked  that  Colonel 
McKenzie  and  his  regiment  had  the  best  staying 
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qualities  on  a skirmish  line  of  any  cavalry  regiment 
in  Wheeler’s  corps.  Other  regiments,  however,  in- 
sisted that  they  were  not  entitled  to  any  credit  for 
this,  as  Colonel  McKenzie  and  his  men  had  all  been 
“hog  drovers,”  and  were  naturally  slow  motioned  in 
consequence  of  their  former  business. 

The  regiment  surrendered  at  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  with  Joe  Johnston’s  army,  where  the  rem- 
nant of  Company  “C”  received  their  paroles. 

Captain  Gr.  W.  McKenzie,  at  the  time  he  entered 
the  Confederate  service,  was  a farmer,  residing  two 
miles  southwest  of  Decatur,  where  he  yet  lives.  He 
had  seen  military  service  before  his  service  in  the 
Civil  War,  having  commanded  a company  from 
Meigs  County  in  the  wTar  with  Mexico. 

Lieutenant  Wiley  O.  Martin  resided  on  a farm 
near  Pineland.  He  removed  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  where*  he  died 
several  years  ago. 

Lieutenant  D.  C.  Blevins  resided  four  miles  east 
of  Decatur,  at  his  father’s,  Colonel  Wilson  Blevins, 
in  McMinn  County,  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities, 
1861.  He  is  yet  living,  and  resides  in  the  State  of 
Texas. 

Lieutenant  W.  W.  Lillard  resided  about  three 
miles  southeast  of  Decatur.  He  was  a local  preacher 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  was 
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engaged  in  farming  when  he  entered  the  army  in 
July,  1861.  He  died  several  years  ago. 

Captain  A.  W.  Hodge's  Company. 

The  battle  of  Manassas  had  been  fought  and  won 
by  the  Confederates;  President  Lincoln  had  called 
for  200,000  men  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  as  he 
termed  it;  Federal  troops  had  entered  Kentucky  and 
threatened  to  invade  Tennessee.  So  early  in  Octo- 
ber, 1861,  the  sound  of  the  drum  was  again  heard 
at  Decatur,  and  the  fourth  company  from  Meigs  for 
the  Confederate  service  was  organized  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following  commissioned  officers: 

Dr.  A.  W.  Hodge,  Captain. 

I.  R.  Bin  yon.  First  Lieutenant. 

R.  S.  Baldwin,  Second  Lieutenant. 

R.  W.  Lillard,  Third  Lieutenant. 

The  following  non-commissioned  officers  were  also 
elected  at  the  organization : 

G.  T.  Smith,  First  Sergeant. 

Robert  Spradling,  Second  Sergeant. 

Eliel  Vincent,  Third  Sergeant. 

G.  G.  Jones,  Fourth  Sergeant. 

Jesse  Chambers,  First  Corporal. 
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Thomas  Hout&,  Second  Corporal. 

J.  F.  H.  Gregory,  Third  Corporal. 

G.  W.  Smith,  Fourth  Corporal. 


Privates  : 

Thomas  Binyon, 

I.  E.  Buckner, 

D.  B.  Bell, 

J.  P.  Butler, 

M.  E.  Brown, 
Samuel  Colbaugh, 
Kobert  Colbaugh, 
Pleasant  Curtin, 
Mike  Conley, 
Houston  Cate, 
Wm.  Correll, 

W.  M.  Childress, 

N.  Colbaugh, 
Seth  Curtin, 

Wm.  Cranfill, 

J.  W.  Duncan, 

W.  H.  Dockery, 
John  Dennis, 

P.  M.  Dake, 

H.  Eaton, 

E.  W.  Elder, 

Thos.  Edgeman, 

J.  H.  Fisher, 


W.  E.  Genoe, 
David  Genoe, 
John  Gouldy, 
Andy  Goforth, 
James  Genoe, 
Calvin  Genoe, 
Hezekiah  Genoe, 
J.  H.  Guinn, 

A.  Guinn, 

G.  W.  Hale, 
John  Hart,  Jr., 
W.  L.  Holland, 
E.  McAdoo, 

G.  McCain, 

John  Olinger, 
Thomas  Price, 

T.  I.  Purdy, 

C.  Phillips, 

T.  D.  Pearce, 
James  Price, 

A.  Cate, 

Preston  Dennis, 
A.  A.  Holland, 
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Henry  Isham, 

F.  M.  Jones, 

James  Jones, 

J.  L.  Kinser, 

IJ.  Lockmiller, 

W.  R.  Leuty, 
Francis  Lever, 
John  Long, 

Thos.  Long, 

James  Lockmiller, 
Calvin  Millican, 

S.  H.  Miller, 

F.  FT.  Millican, 

E.  F.  Munsey, 

J.  F.  Maynor, 

J.  Millican, 

J.  L.  Smith, 
Richard  Spradling, 
J.  D.  Shelton, 

R.  J.  Spradling, 
John  Swaggerty, 
James  Swaggerty, 
Jack.  Swaggerty, 
Joseph  Sligor, 


J.  H.  L.  Sligor, 
Jehu  Usum, 

Moses  Vincent, 
Samuel  Vincent, 
John  Watson, 

A.  I.  Waller, 
Hilton  Plank, 

J.  C.  Phillips, 

A.  S.  Price, 

J.  M.  Robeson,  Sr., 
Matt  Robeson, 

W.  B.  Rothwell, 
John  Richason, 

J.  Slaughter, 
Andrew  Slaughter, 
Lewis  Webb, 
Thomas  Waller, 

J.  Wattenbarger, 
Granville  Wade, 
W.  A.  Robertson, 
Thos.  Rockholt, 
James  Robeson, 

J.  C.  Sligor. 


Captain  Hodges’  company  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  on  the  1st  day  of 
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November,  1861,  and  it  became  a part  of  the  Forty- 
Third  Tennessee  Infantry,  Colonel  James  W.  Gil- 
lespie’s regiment  being  Company  “D”  of  said  regi- 
ment, and  was  stationed  along  the  railroad  guarding 
bridges  for  several  months.  Company  “D,”  in  the 
meantime,  was  at  Charleston,  Tennessee,  guarding 
the  bridge  over  the  Hiawassie  River.  The  old  East 
Tennessee  road,  now  the  Southern,  was  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  Confederacy,  and  various  raids  had 
been  made  on  bridges  along  this  line  by  Union  men, 
incited  by  the  Federal  authorities,  hoping  to  destroy 
these  bridges  and  thus  cut  off  the  Southern  States 
from  a direct  route  to  Richmond. 

When  General  Bragg,  in  the  summer  of  1862,  de- 
cided to  move  the  Confederate  Army  under  his  co,m- 
mand  into  Kentucky,  Company  aD”  was  ordered 
to  join  the  regiment  at  Pound  Gap,  Virginia.  The 
regiment  advanced  into  Kentucky  from  that  point, 
joining  General  Kirby  Smith’s  division  of  Bragg’s 
army  through  that  campaign.  After  that  campaign 
the  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Regiment  was  ordered  to 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi.  Four  East  Tennessee  regi- 
ments— the  Third,  Thirty-First,  Forty-Third,  and 
Fifty-Ninth — were  placed  in  Taylor’s  brigade  of 
General  C.  L.  Stevenson’s  division. 

General  Taylor  was  from  Kentucky — a West- 
Point  graduate.  He  was  a gallant  officer,  with  com- 
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mon  sense  enough  to  understand  Tennessee  volun- 
teers. The  writer  was  in  a barber  shop  in  the  city 
of  Vicksburg,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  while  General 
Taylor  was  in  a chair  shaving,  when  an  acquaintance 
asked  the  General  what  troops  he  was  commanding. 
General  Taylor  raised  up  in  the  chair  and  remarked: 
“I  am  in  command  of  four  Tennessee  regiments,  who 
refuse  to  drill,  but  they  will  go  at  a double  quick 
all  day,  sleep  on  a brush  heap  when  night  comes, 
without  blankets  or  rations,  and  fight  the  next  day 
like  h— 1.” 

At  the  reorganization  of  the  Forty-Third  Tennes- 
see Regiment,  Captain  Hodge  was  appointed  Sur- 
geon of  the  regiment,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Lieutenants  Baldwin  and  Lillard  retired  on  ac- 
count of  age  when  their  first  enlistment  expired. 
Company  “D”  reenlisted  for  the  war,  and  elected 
the  following  commissioned  officers:  I.  R.  Binyon, 
Captain;  G.  T.  Smith,  First  Lieutenant;  Eliel  Vin- 
cent, Second  Lieutenant ; A.  Guinn,  Third  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Company  was  with  the  Forty-Third  Tennes- 
see Regiment  throughout  the  Vicksburg  campaign, 
preceding  that  memorable  siege,  and  went  through 
the  dangers  and  hardships  incident  to  the  siege.  The 
regiment,  for  awhile  after  the  siege  began,  occupied 
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the  trenches  next  to  the  Mississippi  River,  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  Confederate  breastworks.  The  rest 
of  the  siege  the  regiment  was  on  the  reserve,  but  at 
all  times  exposed  to  the  balls  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
hurried  to  any  part  of  the  line  of  earthworks  occu- 
pied by  Stevenson’s  division  when  a charge  was  made 
by  the  enemy.  Company  “D”  was  reduced  by  the 
balls  of  the  enemy  and  sickness  to  less  than  fifty 
men  when  the  surrender  came.  After  the  men  were 
paroled,  they  walked  160  miles  to  Enterprise,  Miss- 
issippi, and  were  ten  days  making  the  march. 

Company  “D”  went  with  the  regiment  to  parole 
camp  at  Decatur,  Georgia,  where  it  was  exchanged 
about  October  1,  1863,  and  went  with  Longstreet  to 
Knoxville  in  November,  1863,  and  from  Knoxville 
with  Longstreet  to  upper  East  Tennessee.  The  com- 
pany was  mounted  in  January,  1864,  and  served 
with  Vaughn’s  brigade  as  mounted  infantry.  Com- 
pany “D”  was  wfith  the  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment in  all  the  battles  fought  by  that  brigade  from 
New  Market  to  Bristol,  in  Tennessee,  and  at  Marion, 
Piedmont,  Fisher’s  Hill,  Winchester,  and  crossed 
the  Potomac  with  Early  in  the  fall  of  1864. 

After  General  Early  recrossed  the  Potomac  into 
Virginia,  General  Grant  issued  his  celebrated  orders 
to  General  Hunter,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Fed- 
eral forces  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  to  make  the 
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valley  a “barren  waste.”  This  order  was  issued  on 
the  26th  of  August,  1864,  and  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  in  another  official  order,  General  Grant 
said:  “So  long  as  the  war  lasts  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  must  not  be  permitted  to  make  another  crop.” 
The  Meigs  County  boys  who  followed  Colonel  Gil- 
lespie in  that  campaign  know  how  well  Hunter  and 
Sheridan  carried  out  General  Grant’s  orders. 

After  the  surrender  of  General  Lee,  Company  “D” 
went  with  Colonel  Gillespie  across  the  mountains  to 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  then  with  President 
Davis  and  his  Cabinet  to  Washington,  Georgia, 
where  it  surrendered  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1865. 

The  purpose  of  this  brief  history  has  been  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  first  officers  of  each  company,  but  I 
feel  that  I ought  not  to  pass  the  name  of  Lieutenant 
G.  T.  Smith  by  the  mere  mention  of  his  election  as 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  “D”  at  its  reorgani- 
zation. Lieutenant  Smith  was  shot  through  the  ab- 
domen whilst  leading  his  company  at  the  battle  of 
Morristown.  He  was  left  on  the  field  for  dead,  but 
was  carried  to  a house  near  by,  and  by  the  strong 
will  power  that  has  always  been  prominent  in  his 
character,  he  survived  and  is  yet  living,  three  miles 
east  of  Decatur,  though  a permanent  cripple,  from 
the  effects  of  his  wound.  He  has  reared  a family, 
and  by  tact  and  good  judgment  has  accumulated 
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enough  of  this  world’s  goods  to  make  himself  com- 
fortable, although  he  has  not  walked  a step  in  more 
than  forty  years.  He  has  served  several  terms  as 
trustee  of  Meigs  County,  and  commands  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Hodges,  the  first  Captain  of  Company 
“D,”  was  practicing  medicine  at  Decatur  when  he 
entered  the  army.  He  was  afterwards  made  Surgeon 
of  the  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  re- 
mained with  the  regiment  until  it  surrendered. 

Lieutenant  I.  R.  Binyon  resided  at  Decatur.  When 
he  entered  the  army  he  was  a traveling  salesman  for 
a wholesale  dry  goods  house  located  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Lieutenant  R.  S.  Baldwin  was  a farmer,  residing 
three  miles  west  of  Decatur. 

Lieutenant  R.  W.  Lillard  resided  at  Decatur.  He 
had  sold  out  at  Mouse  Creek,  Tennessee,  expecting 
to  move  to  Texas  in  the  spring  of  1861. 

Captain  G.  C.  Sanduskey’s  Company. 

The  next  company  for  the  Confederate  service  was 
a cavalry  company,  organized  at  Decatur  in  June, 
1862,  by  the  election  of  the  following  commissioned 
officers : 
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G.  C.  Sanduskey,  Captain. 

W.  P.  Moore,  First  Lieutenant. 

A.  E.  Snyder,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Jo  Moore,  Third  Lieutenant. 

No  roll  of  this  company  could  be  had  from  any 
source.  I have  been  furnished  the  names  of  a few 
of  the  members  of  this  company,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

W.  B.  Adams, 

Pryor  Atchley, 

Miles  Atchley, 

Lewis  Benton, 

Thomas  Baker, 

Wm.  Cooley, 

Phillip  Cooley, 

John  Davidson, 

W.  J.  Duckworth, 

W.  A.  Godsey, 

John  Gibson, 

John  Huff, 

Wesley  Hood, 

Thomas  Johnson, 

Captain  Sanduskey’s  company  was  attached  to 
what  was  known  as  the  Third  Confederate  Cavalry; 
also  as  the  Eleventh  Confederate  Cavalry,  and  the 


Gilbert  Muncey, 
J.  E.  Moore, 

Jo  Pur  vine, 

John  Smith, 

John  Stockton, 
M.  B.  Stewart, 
Andrew  Vincent, 
Joseph  Wilson, 

G.  W.  Godsey, 
Isaac  Huff, 
Haywood  Hood, 
Gray  Haggard, 

C.  S.  Peak. 
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records  at  Washington  also  recognize  it  as  the 
Eleventh  Alabama  Cavalry. 

Two  companies  of  the  regiment  were  from  East 
Tennessee,  Captain  Sanduskey’s,from  Meigs  County, 
and  the  other  from  Marion  County.  The  other  eight 
companies  were  from  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Colo- 
nel Howard,  of  Alabama,  first  commanded  the  regi- 
ment. He  resigned  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Estes 
was  promoted  to  Colonel,  Major  McCaskill  became 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Captain  G.  C.  Sanduskey 
became  Major  of  the  regiment.  Captain  Sanduskey’s 
company  was  first  under  fire  in  a regular  engagement 
at  Murfreesboro,  in  December,  1862.  After  this 
engagement  the  regiment  operated  with  General 
Forrest  in  his  strenuous  campaign  in  Middle  and 
West  Tennessee.  It  was  with  him,  and  in  the  front, 
at  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  by  him,  and  re- 
mained with  General  Forrest  and  participated  with 
his  command  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  where 
the  gallant  Colonel  Estes  fell  mortally  wounded. 

After  this  Major  Sandusky  became  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  regiment  went  with 
General  Dibrell’s  command  to  Philadelphia,  Tennes- 
see, soon  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  where 
Woolford  and  his  command  w^ere  surrounded  and  the 
most  of  them  captured  by  the  Confederates  after  a 
spirited  engagement. 
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The  Third  Confederate  Regiment,  as  it  was  gener- 
ally recognized  by  the  Confederates,  was,  after  this 
engagement,  ordered  back  to  Bragg’s  Army  of 
Tennessee,  and  was  engaged  in  all  the  arduous  cam- 
paign from  Dalton,  Georgia,  to  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina,  and  with  Johnston  and  Hood.  The  record 
of  one  regiment  of  cavalry  or  infantry  in  that  cam- 
paign is  the  history  of  all.  It  was  fight  and  march, 
and  march  and  fight  daily,  for  months. 

Johnston,  on  account  of  the  overwhelming  num- 
bers opposing  him,  was  compelled  to  act  all  the  time 
on  the  defense,  but  it  was  a costly  advance  to  Sher- 
man. He  lost  nearly  as  many  men  as  Johnston  had 
in  his  entire  army. 

The  regiment  surrendered  at  Hillsborough,  North 
Carolina,  with  the  remnant  of  Johnston’s  army,  in 
April,  1865. 

Sanduskey’s  company  left  Decatur  with  more  than 
one  hundred  men.  Some  of  the  best  men  of  Meigs 
County  were  in  its  ranks.  A number  of  them  fell 
in  front  of  the  enemy ; others  died  in  a strange  land ; 
a few  of  them  were  at  Hillsborough  when  the  stars 
and  bars  were  finally  furled.  They  have  nearly  all 
answered  to  the  last  roll  call,  but  their  record  for 
courage,  suffering,  and  sacrifice  will  live  in  the  mem- 
ory of  their  descendants. 

Thomas  J ohnson,  M.  B.  Stewart,  and  W.  J.  Duck- 
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worth  were  Lieutenants  in  this  company.  Lieuten- 
ant Johnson  was  killed  in  the  Georgia  campaign. 
W.  P.  Moore  became  Captain  on  the  promotion  of 
Colonel  Sanduskey,  and  commanded  the  company  to 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Captain  G.  C.  Sanduskey  resided  at  Decatur  at 
the  beginning  of  hostilities.  He  was  a dentist,  and 
a minister  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

Lieutenant  W.  P.  Moore  was  a farmer,  and  re- 
sided in  the  upper  end  of  the  county. 

A.  R.  Snyder  was  a citizen  of  Decatur,  but  en- 
gaged in  operating  a cotton  factory  at  Mount  Verd, 
Tennessee,  when  the  war  commenced. 

Jo  Moore  was  a brother  of  W.  P.  Moore.  He  had 
served  twelve  months  in  Captain  N.  J.  Dillard’s 
company,  in  the  Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  previ- 
ous to  his  enlistment  in  Sanduskey’s  company. 

W.  A.  Godsey,  of  this  company,  who  answered 
present  at  the  last  roll  call  at  Hillsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, had  also  served  twelve  months  in  Captain  Dil- 
lard’s company  before  joining  Captain  Sanduskey’s 
company. 

Captain  W.  W.  Lillard’s  Company. 

The  sixth  company  from  Meigs  County  for  the 
Confederate  service  was  a cavalry  company,  organ- 
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ized  a few  days  after  Captain  Sanduskey’s  company, 
and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Shiloh  Church, 
Meigs  County,  Tennessee,  on  the  19th  day  of  July, 
1862,  with  the  following  then  well-known  citizens  as 
commissioned  officers : 

W.  W.  Lillard,  Captain. 

Jesse  Martin,  First  Lieutenant. 

J.  M.  McKenzie,  Second  Lieutenant. 

W.  F.  Blevins,  Third  Lieutenant. 

With  the  following  roll  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates: 


James  Atchley, 

E.  C.  Clingan, 

Allen  Atkins, 

Solomon  Crow, 

John  Blevins, 

William  Hill, 

E.  G.  Bonner, 

E.  L.  Higdon, 

Hiram  Beavers, 

John  Howser, 

Israel  Beck, 

J.  T.  Howard, 

E.  Brock, 

P.  E.  Hunter, 

James  Burgess, 

John  Herald, 

A.  F.  Correll, 

Geo.  Healon, 

J.  C.  Cowan, 

Stinson  Hale, 

Wm.  Corvin, 

Emmanuel  Haney, 

Tom  Corvin, 

Mike  Ingle, 

Isaac  Cookston, 

W.  0.  Jones, 

George  Corvin, 

A.  J.  Johns, 
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William  Johns,, 
Polk  Johnson, 
Wm.  Keoman, 
Wm.  Kitts, 

H.  DeArmond, 
Thos.  DeArmond, 
Thos.  Driver, 
Peter  Ellison, 
Thomas  Falls, 
James  Godsey, 

W.  C.  Godsey, 
John  C.  George, 
John  Harveson, 
Isaac  Moore, 

T.  T.  Moore, 

J.  H.  Moore, 

Wm.  Moore, 

Thos.  Moreland, 
L.  P.  Martin, 
Wm.  McKeowan, 
J.  M.  Moreland, 
John  Melton, 
Robert  Moore, 
Jas.  Massengill, 
H.  Martin, 

Abe  McDaniel, 

H.  McMillin, 


Alex.  Moodey, 

L.  M.  C.  Melton, 

A.  McKenzie, 

M.  Miller, 

John  Powell, 

R.  C.  Powell, 
Jacob  Powell, 

J.  K.  Powell, 

T.  B.  Powell, 
Green  Williams, 
John  Lillard, 

Wm.  Luttrell, 

W.  N.  Lawson, 
Ephraim  Lewis, 
Wm.  McKenzie, 

J.  T.  Masoner, 
James  Masoner, 
Jackson  Price, 

J.  H.  Richey, 

Wm.  Rinehart, 

F.  G.  Russell, 
James  Riley, 

John  Rice, 

Samuel  Stinson, 
Joshua  Starnes, 

B.  F.  Starnes, 

Wm.  Singleton,  Sr., 
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Wm.  Singleton,  Jr., 
Wm.  Saveall, 

Thos.  EL  Smith, 

O.  Sells, 

John  B.  Taylor, 

J.  O.  Taylor, 

Hugh  Thomas, 
Albert  Taff, 

John  Taff, 

J.  M.  Todd, 

Robert  Tarter, 
John  Whitmore, 


Matt  White, 
Daniel  Womack, 
Wm.  Wright, 
David  Womack, 
William  Waller, 
George  Waller, 
William  White, 
William  Womack, 
Jacob  Wynder, 
Bud  Newman, 
Daniel  Newm.an, 
Jacob  Womack. 


Captain  Dillard’s  company  left  at  once  for  Chatta- 
nooga and  joined  General  Bragg,  who  was  organizing 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  for  the  Kentucky  campaign. 
Captain  Dillard’s  company  remained  at  Chattanooga 
only  a few  days,  and  it  was  ordered  to  Sparta,  Ten- 
nessee, and  attached  to  Combs’  battalion. 

On  the  advance  of  General  Bragg,  Captain  Dillard’s 
company  was  detached  and  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  and  acted  as  escort  for  him  on  the  ad- 
vance into  Kentucky,  and  until  a few  days  after  the 
battle  of  Perryville,  when  the  fact  was  made  known 
to  General  Bragg  that  the  company  had  enlisted  with 
the  purpose  of  being  attached  to  the  Fifth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  Colonel  G.  W.  McKenzie’s  regiment.  He 
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ordered  Captain  Lillard  to  report  to  Colonel  McKen- 
zie and  he  did  so  at  once,  and  the  company  became 
Company  “I”  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 
Meigs  County  furnished  the  Colonel  and  two  of  the 
companies  of  said  regiment — Company  “C”  and 
Company  “I.”  The  history  of  Company  “I”  is  the 
same  as  given  heretofore  in  Company  “C,”  McKen- 
zie’s old  company. 

Captain  Lillard’s  company,  after  it  became  a part 
of  the  Fifth  Tennessee,  was  with  the  regiment  in  all 
the  battles  and  skirmishes  from  Perryville,  Ken- 
tucky, to  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  and  formed  a 
substantial  part  of  the  “Fighting  Fifth  Tennessee 
Cavalry.” 

In  one  of  General  Wheeler’s  raids  into  the  rear  of 
the  Federal  Army,  in  1864,  the  Fifth  Tennessee  left 
Athens,  Georgia,  with  Wheeler’s  command.  A part 
of  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Regiment  was  sent  in  charge 
of  Adjutant  Allen  to  tear  up  the  railroad,  cut  tele- 
graph wires,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  depot  of 
supplies  at  Dalton,  Georgia.  Having  accomplished 
their  object,  they  moved  up  the  old  East  Tennessee, 
Virginia,  and  Georgia  Railroad  and  intercepted  their 
command.  Arriving  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
homes,  Companies  “C”  and  “I”  were  allowed  to  go 
home  with  the  understanding  that  they  were  to  meet 
at  certain  times  and  places  to  rejoin  their  commands. 
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A part  of  the  boys  were  to  meet  at  Colonel 
McKenzie’s  residence,  two  miles  below  Decatur.  A 
fewT  of  them  had  arrived,  and  whilst  waiting  for 
others,  a squad  of  Federal  soldiers  from  Stewart’s 
Landing,  led  by  a citizen,  surrounded  the  house  and 
captured  several  of  the  Meigs  County  boys.  Others 
of  them  had  been  picked  up  by  Federals.  They  were 
taken  to  Stewart’s  Landing  and  placed  in  an  old 
corn  crib,  and  were  being  guarded  there  until  they 
could  be  given  transportation  to  Chattanooga,  and 
thence  to  Federal  prisons. 

Colonel  McKenzie,  Captain  Lillard,  and  other  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  command,  determined  to  recap- 
ture their  men.  Captain  Collins  had  a company 
of  Federal  soldiers  at  Stewart’s  Landing  guarding  a 
lot  of  negroes  who  were  engaged  in  cutting  and  raft- 
ing to  Chattanooga  the  fine  pine  timber  near  the 
landing,  and  they  were  “bossed”  by  a corpulent  old 
gentleman  who  was  known  by  the  euphonious  title  of 
“Old  Dad.”  Colonel  McKenzie  and  his  men  struck 
this  crowd  whilst  they  were  at  breakfast  and  cap- 
tured the  most  of  the  soldiers.  The  negroes  who 
escaped  swam  the  Tennessee  River.  The  Meigs 
County  boys  were  recaptured  just  as  the  steamboat 
that  was  to  take  them  away  came  in  sight. 

Among  the  boys  who  were  confined  in  that  tempo- 
rary prison  were  P.  A.  Davis,  R.  C.  Powell,  James 
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Ford,  G.  R.  Todd,  J.  C.  George,  John  Whitmore, 
J.  W.  Jolly,  Richard  Taylor,  and  others. 

A number  of  negroes  were  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Confederates  lost  Gideon  Compton,  of  the  Third 
Arkansas  Regiment,  who  was  mortally  wounded  and 
died  at  Major  William  Lillard’s.  I.  N.  Hacker,  of 
the  Fifth  Tennessee,  was  severely  wounded.  W.  C. 
Godsey  and  Jacob  Powell  met  “Old  Dad”  in  his 
effort  to  escape  and  captured  him.  This  incident 
closed  the  logging  business  with  that  crowd  of  colored 
troops. 

Lieutenant  Martin  resigned  and  John  C.  George 
was  elected  Lieutenant,  McKenzie  becoming  First 
Lieutenant  and  Blevins  Second  Lieutenant. 

Captain  W.  W.  Lillard  was  a local  preacher  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  at  the  time  he  entered  the  army. 
He  had  Served  twelve  months  in  McKenzie’s  com- 
pany as  a Lieutenant  before  he  became  Captain  of 
Company  “I.”  He  resided  about  three  miles  south- 
east of  Decatur. 

Lieutenant  Martin  was  a farmer,  residing  on  what 
is  known  as  the  “David  Neil  farm,”  four  miles  south 
of  Decatur. 

Lieutenant  McKenzie  was  a farmer,  residing  on 
the  same  farm  that  he  now  lives  upon,  and  was  the 
tax  collector  of  the  county. 
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Lieutenant  Blevins  was  engaged  in  school-teaching 
when  he  entered  the  army.  He  resided  at  Decatur, 
Tennessee.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Dayton,  Ten-, 
nessee. 


Field  and  Staff  Officers  Furnished  by  Meigs 
County  in  the  Confederate  Army. 

Colonel  John  M.  Dillard. 

Colonel  J.  M.  Lillard  was  thirty-four  years  old 
when  he  entered  the  Confederate  Army  as  a Lieu- 
tenant in  Captain  Boggess’  company.  Colonel  Lil- 
lard had  seen  service  as  a soldier  boy  in  Mexico. 
After  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war  he  served  one 
term  in  the  Legislature.  He  was  a lawyer/ and  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his.  profession  when  the 
war  commenced.  He  was  a strong  advocate  of 
“States  rights,”  and  was  an  active  Southern  sympa- 
thizer during  the  excitement  preceding  the  fall  of 
Fort  Sumter.  When  war  between  the  States  be- 
came a reality,  Colonel  Lillard,  as  before  stated, 
entered  the  army  in  the  second  company  leaving  his 
native  county,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  he  was  elected 
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Colonel,  and  he  commanded  that  regiment  until  he 
fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

In  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson  Colonel  Lillard 
had  the  opportunity  to  show  his  courage  and  military 
skill,  and  again  at  Murfreesboro,  when  Bragg  had 
retired  before  Rosencrans  from  Murfreesboro  to 
Chattanooga,  and  a council  of  war  was  held  as  to 
whether  Chattanooga  should  be  evacuated  or  not. 
Colonel  Lillard,  then  in  command  of  a brigade,  was 
present  and  strenuously  insisted  on  fighting,  stating 
a fact  that  has  since  become  well  known — that  Chat- 
tanooga was  the  gateway  to  the  South,  and  should 
be  held  by  the  Confederates  at  all  hazards. 

Colonel  Lillard  was  very  popular  with  his  men, 
who  were  ready  at  all  times  to  follow  where  he  led. 
He  fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  bloody  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  whilst  leading  his  regiment  in  a 
charge. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Crawford,  of  Rhea  County,  a member 
of  Colonel  Lillard’ s regiment,  who  kindly  furnished 
the  writer  a roll  of  his  father’s  old  company — Com- 
pany “C,”  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee — and  other  data 
in  regard  to  said  regiment,  adds  this  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Colonel  Lillard: 

“I  would  not  pass  the  name  of  Colonel  Lillard 
with  the  bare  statement  of  his  tragic  death  on  the 
field  of  battle.  He  had  convictions,  and  the  courage 
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at  all  times  to  maintain  them,  yet  he  at  all  times 
made  it  a point  to  weigh  well  all  matters  coming 
before  him  for  decision  impartially,  and  then  decide 
for  the  right  as  his  judgment  dictated.  He  was 
modest  and  unassuming,  yet  firm  and  inflexible, 
brave,  and  at  all  times  courageous,  kind,  affable,  and 
polite  to  all,  from  the  humblest  private  to  the  com- 
manding General.” 

Colonel  Lillard  had  been  recommended  for  promo- 
tion and  appointed  Brigadier  General,  but  fell  before 
his  commission  arrived. 

Colonel  Lillard  had,  a short  time  previous  to  the 
war,  married  Miss  Jennie  Thomas,  of  Ashe  County, 
North  Carolina,  who  died  whilst  Colonel  Lillard  was 
a prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Warren,  Delaware,  he 
having  been  captured  at  Fort  Donelson. 

Colonel  George  W.  McKenzie. 

Colonel  G.  W.  McKenzie  was  born  February  7, 
1818,  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  now  Forsythe  County, 
Georgia.  His  father,  Benjamin  McKenzie,  moved 
to  the  territory  now  composing  Meigs  County,  when 
George  W.  was  an  infant.  He  was  married  to  Susan 
Keenum  in  1844.  Mrs.  McKenzie  lived  until  Sep- 
tember, 1906,  and  died  on  the  farm  where  she  had 
resided  all  her  life. 

In  1846  a call  was  made  for  volunteers  from  Ten- 
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nessee  for  service  in  Mexico.  Colonel  McKenzie 
raised  a company,  but  the  same  was  not  mustered  in 
on  account  of  the  quota  from  East  Tennessee  being 
full.  He,  however,  raised  another  company  under 
the  call  made  in  1847.  This  company  became  a part 
of  Colonel  McClellan’s  Fifth  Tennessee  Volunteers 
in  the  Mexican  war.  After  the  close  of  the  Mexican 
war  he  returned  to  Meigs  County  and  settled  on  the 
farm,  where  he  now  resides. 

In  1854  a chancery  court  was  established  at  De- 
catur, and  Colonel  McKenzie  was  the  first  clerk  and 
master  of  said  court,  and  served  as  such  for  six  years. 
He  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school,  and  believed 
that  the  States  had  rights  that  had  not  been  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  and  was  a strong  South- 
ern sympathizer.  But  he  was  also  opposed  to  rash 
or  extreme  measures,  and  was  slow  to  believe  that 
extreme  measures  would  be  resorted  to;  but  when 
Mr,  Lincoln  called  for  troops  to  coerce  the  Southern 
States,  and  Tennessee  decided  to  cast  her  lot  with 
the  Confederacy,  he  at  once  raised  a company  of 
cavalry  and  entered  the  Confederate  service  as  Cap- 
tain. In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  and  was  soon  made  Colonel  and 
placed  in  command  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
and  commanded  that  regiment  until  the  surrender 
in  1865. 
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Colonel  McKenzie  was  a brave  and  skillful  com- 
mander, and  at  all  times  had  the  confidence  of  his 
men  and  superior  officers.  His  regiment  did  hard 
service  from  its  organization  to  the  surrender.  Colo- 
nel McKenzie  was  the  same  cool,  clear-headed  com- 
mander at  all  times.  If  a skirmish  line  was  to  be 
held  until  arrangements  for  battle  or  retreat  could  be 
made,  Colonel  McKenzie  was  often  placed  in  com- 
mand, his  superior  officers  knowing  the  courage  and 
staying  qualities  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Tennes- 
see. If  a battery  was  to  be  taken,  Colonel  McKenzie 
frequently  led  the  charge,  and  was  at  all  times  a 
reliable,  brave  officer. 

He  surrendered  with  his  regiment  at  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  old  home,  he  faced  a situation 
that  required  more  courage  than  to  face  bullets  on 
the  field  of  battle — property  all  gone,  fencing  all 
burnt,  and  farm  grown  up,  disfranchised,  country 
being  raided  by  men  whose  occupaton  was  to  rob  and 
plunder.  But  like  the  true  man  he  had  always  been, 
he  met  these  conditions  with  a courage  that  forced 
success. 

Colonel  McKenzie  has  resided  in  the  territory  now 
composing  Meigs  County  for  eighty-eight  years.  He 
has  always  been  a student  of  political  economy,  but 
never  sought  political  office.  He  has  held  various 
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positions  of  trust  in  his  county,  and  now,  in  the 
ninetieth  year  of  his  age,  retains  his  mental  vigor 
and  keeps  well  posted  on  all  questions  of  interest 
to  the  public,  and  is  quietly  awaiting  the  last  battle, 
feeling  that  he  has  met  the  duties  of  a long  and 
eventful  life  as  a soldier,  as  a citizen  and  Christian 
gentleman,  in  an  intelligent  and  courageous  manner, 
and  today  has  the  love  and  affection  of  all  his  old 
comrades  in  arms,  and  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  all  who  know  him. 

Colonel  Newton  J.  Lillard. 

N.  J.  Lillard  entered  the  Confederate  Army  May 
2,  1861,  as  Captain  of  the  first  company  that  left 
Meigs  County  for  the  Confederate  service.  He  was 
a native  of  Meigs  County,  and  a younger  brother  of 
Colonel  John  M.  Lillard,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Ten- 
nessee. He  had  seen  military  service  in  Mexico  with 
General  Scott,  going  with  Captain  McKenzie’s  com- 
pany when  only  about  sixteen  years  old.  After  his 
service  in  Mexico,  Colonel  Lillard  returned  to  his 
home  at  Decatur,  and  after  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  he  served  as  county  court  clerk  of  Meigs 
County  for  one  term. 

He  was  in  the  mercantile  business  when  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  Army,  and  was  about  twenty- 
nine  years  old.  His  company  became  a part  of 
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(Vaughn’s)  Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  C.  S.  A. 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Third  Tennessee 
Regiment,  it  was  ordered  to  Virginia,  and  took  part 
in  the  first  battle  of  Manassas,  July  21,  1861.  Colo- 
nel Lillard  commanded  his  company  in  that  memo- 
rable engagement.  In  May,  1862,  the  Third  Ten- 
nessee Regiment  reenlisted  for  the  war,  and  at  its 
reorganization  H.  J.  Lillard  was  elected  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  The  Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  met  and  defeated,  in  an  open  field  en- 
gagement, General  DeCoursey’s  brigade  of  four 
regiments.  This  engagement  caused  the  promotion 
of  Colonel  Vaughn  to  Brigadier  General,  and  Colo- 
nel Lillard  became  commander  of  the  regiment,  and 
led  it  in  the  Kentucky  campaign,  at  Baker’s  Creek, 
Big  Black,  Vicksburg,  Morristown,  Greeneville, 
Bull’s  Gap,  and  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia. 

Colonel  Lillard  was  a model  officer — intelligent, 
cool,  conservative,  and  brave.  He  never  became  ex- 
cited, and  was  always  in  front  wherever  his  com- 
mand was  required  to  go. 

Colonel  Lillard’s  regiment  was  at  Christiansburg, 
Virginia,  when  General  Lee  surrendered.  He  at 
once  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  with  his  regiment  and 
attempted  to  join  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  then  in 
command  of  the  remnant  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
whose  unconquerable  courage  had  never  failed  in 
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defeat ; but  they  had  been  forced  to  stack  their  arms 
before  Colonel  Lillard  reached  them,  and  then,  as 
the  last  lengthening  shadows  of  the  sun  of  the  Con- 
federacy was  sending  forth  a fading  light,  Colonel 
Lillard  remained  with  its  defenseless  President, 
attended  the  last  Council  of  War,  at  Abbeville,  South 
Carolina,  presided  over  by  President  Davis,  and 
from  there  to  Washington,  Georgia,  accompanied 
President  Davis  as  a part  of  his  escort.  Peaching 
Washington,  Georgia,  President  Davis  advised  the 
commanders  of  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  cavalry- 
men to  stop  and  surrender  their  men,  protesting 
against  useless  sacrifice  for  him  or  the  cause. 

Here  Colonel  Lillard  surrendered  his  regiment,  on 
the  8th  day  of  May,  1865,  more  than  four  years 
from  the  time  he  entered  the  service.  He  at  once 
returned  to  his  home  at  Decatur,  Tennessee,  and 
furnished,  along  with  other  ex-Confederates,  an  ex- 
ample of  the  fact  that  a good  soldier  invariably 
makes  a good  citizen. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Reconstruction 
period,  he  labored  on  a farm.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
present  generation  to  realize  the  difficulties  that  an 
ex-Confederate  soldier  had  to  face  during  that 
period.  When  the  ex-Confederate  soldiers  of  Meigs 
County  was  enfranchised,  Colonel  Lillard  was  elected 
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circuit  court  clerk,  and  served  from  1870  to  1882, 
and  he  then  served  as  clerk  and  master  six  years. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Worth,  of  North 
Carolina,  in  1865,  and  died  at  Decatur,  Tennessee, 
October  22,  1905,  loved  by  his  old  comrades  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


Colonel  G.  C.  Sanduskey. 

Colonel  G.  C.  Sanduskey  was  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, having  been  born  at  Monticello,  Wayne 
County,  Kentucky,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1834. 
He  was  married  to  Ellen  T.  Rogers,  of  Decatur, 
Meigs  County,  Tennessee,  September  7,  1856,  and 
located  at  Decatur  in  1858.  He  was  a dentist  by 
profession,  and  was  also  a minister  in  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  resided  just  south  of  Decatur,  where 
W.  Y.  Arrants  now  lives. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  between  the  States, 
Colonel  Sanduskey  raised  a company  of  cavalry,  in 
the  summer  of  1862,  and  entered  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  as  Captain.  His  company  was 
attached  to  the  Third  Confederate  Regiment  of  cav- 
alry. The  regiment  was  also  known  as  the  Eleventh 
Alabama  Cavalry.  Colonel  Howard  first  com- 
manded the  regiment.  On  the  resignation  of  Colo- 
nel Howard,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Estes  became  Colo- 
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nel.  Captain  Sanduskey,  after  distinguishing  him- 
self at  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  by  General 
Forrest,  was  promoted  to  Major.  Colonel  Estes  fell 
mortally  wounded  at  Dugger’s  Gap,  Georgia,  in 
September,  1863,  and  Major  Sanduskey  then  became 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  was  with  the  regiment  when 
it  surrendered  at  Hillsboro,  North  Carolina,  in 
April,  1865. 

Colonel  Sanduskey  was  a modest,  pleasant  gentle- 
man. As  an  officer  he  was  energetic,  cautious,  and 
brave;  as  a Christian  minister,  able  and  consistent. 

Colonel  Sanduskey  reached  his  home  at  Decatur, 
after  receiving  his  parole,  and  found  himself,  like 
all  Confederate  soldiers,  penniless;  but  the  courage 
that  had  sustained  him  as  a gallant  soldier  was  again 
brought  into  requisition,  and  he  again  took  up  the 
profession  that  he  abandoned  when  he  buckled  on 
his  sword.  He  overcame  all  adverse  surroundings, 
and  impressed  his  personality  and  manhood  upon  all 
he  came  in  contact  with. 

He  died  at  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  in  1905. 


Captain  A.  F.  Boggess. 

Colonel  A.  F.  Boggess  was  a native  of  Meigs 
County — that  is,  of  the  territory  now  composing 
Meigs  County.  He  was  born  in  1824,  and  had 
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served  in  Mexico  with  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment. After  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lavena  Sharp,  daughter  of  Elisha  Sharp, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  Ten-Mile  Valley. 

Colonel  Boggess,  soon  after  his  marriage,  settled 
on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  E. 
S.  Boggess,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  beginning 
of  hostilities  in  1861. 

When  the  Civil  War  became  a fact,  Colonel 
Boggess,  in  connection  with  Colonel  John  M.  Lil- 
lard,  raised  a company,  in  June,  1861,  for  the  Con- 
federate service.  Boggess  was  elected  Captain  and 
Lillard  First  Lieutenant.  Colonel  Boggess  remained 
as  Captain  of  Company  “A,”  Twenty-Sixth  Tennes- 
see Regiment,  until  after  Colonels  Lillard  and  Bot- 
tles had  fallen,  and  Saffles  became  Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment,  when  Captain 
Boggess  became  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Colonel  Boggess  was  a brave  soldier,  always  calm 
and  ready  for  any  emergency.  - He  was  the  idol  of 
his  men,  whose  interest  and  welfare  he  studied  at 
all  times. 

Colonel  Boggess  was  killed  at  Bentonville,  North 
Carolina,  in  the  last  engagement  his  regiment  par- 
ticipated in,  March,  1865.  Company  “A,”  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment,  furnished  for 
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that  grand  old  regiment  two  Colonels,  both  of  whom 
fell  in  battle  with  their  face  to  the  foe. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Blevins. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Blevins  began  his  military  career  as 
First  Lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Crawford’s  com- 
pany, from  Rhea  County.  Dr.  Blevins  was  just 
commencing  the  practice  of  medicine  when  he  en- 
tered the  army.  He  served  twelve  months  as  a Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
and  was  then  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Third  Ten- 
nessee Regiment  by  Colonel  Yaughn. 

Dr.  Blevins  was  an  efficient  officer  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  practiced  his  profession  after  the 
war,  and  died  at  Dayton,  in  1905. 


Dr.  A.  W.  Hodge. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Hodge  entered  the  army  as  Captain  of 
one  of  the  Meigs  County  companies  and  served  as 
such  for  twelve  months,  until  the  reorganization  of 
the  Forty-Third  Tennessee  Regiment. 

Captain  Hodge  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  reg- 
iment by  Colonel  Gillespie,  and  a more  faithful  and 
efficient  Surgeon  than  Dr.  Hodge  could  not  have 
been  found  in  the  Confederate  service. 
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At  the  close  of  the  war,  Dr.  Hodge  returned  to 
his  home,  at  Decatur,  and  took  up  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

He  died  at  Decatur  several  years  ago. 

Captain  James  Martin. 

Captain  James  Martin  entered  the  Confederate 
Army  as  a private  in  Captain  McKenzie’s  company. 
After  the  organization  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment, Colonel  McKenzie  appointed  him  Commissary 
of  the  regiment.  His  health  failed,  and  he  resigned 
his  commission  before  the  close  of  the  war. 

He  died  several  years  ago  at  Chattanooga,  Ten- 
nessee. 

Captain  Lea  Neil. 

Captain  Neil  entered  the  Confederate  Army  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  Boggess’  company.  He  was 
appointed  Captain  and  Assistant  Commissary  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  by  Colonel  J.  M. 
Lillard,  and  served  as  such  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

Captain  Neil  died  in  the  State  of  Georgia  several 
years  ago. 

Rev.  Beriah  Frazier. 

Reverend  Beriah  Frazier  entered  the  Confederate 
Army  as  a private  in  Captain  N.  J.  Lillard’s  com- 
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pany.  He  was  an  able  minister  in  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Civil  War  was  engaged  in  preaching  and  teach- 
ing at  Decatur,  Tennessee.  He  was  appointed 
Chaplain  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Regiment  by  Colo- 
nel J.  C.  Vaughn. 

He  died  in  Texas  in  1872. 

Adjutant  D.  M.  Blevins. 

Adjutant  David  M.  Blevins  entered  the  army  in 
1861  as  a Lieutenant  in  Captain  Dillard’s  company. 
He  was  made  Adjutant  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Reg- 
iment by  Colonel  Vaughn,  at  his  reflection  in  May, 
1862.' 

Adjutant  Blevins  was  with  his  regiment  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  is  yet  living,  near  Decatur. 

Adjutant  <T.  R.  Mooee. 

Adjutant  J.  R.  Moore  entered  the  army  as  a 
private  in  Captain  Boggess’  company,  was  trans- 
ferred to  Company  H,  Third  Confederate  Regiment, 
and  was  made  Adjutant  of  this  regiment,  and  served 
two  years  as  Adjutant,  and  was  then  promoted  to 
Captain,  and  was  in  command  of  Sanduskey’s  old 
company  at  the  surrender. 
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A.  G.  Taff. 

A.  GL  Taff,  who  entered  the  army  as  a private  in 
Captain  W.  W.  Lillard’s  company,  was  Ordnance 
Officer  for  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

T.  B.  Binyon. 

T.  B.  Binyon,  a private  in  Captain  Hodge’s  com- 
pany, was  Ordnance  Officer  for  the  Forty-Third 
Tennessee  Regiment,  on  Colonel  Gillespie’s  Staff. 
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